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Week 9
THE BEATITUDES 

……………………………………………………….





Blessed are the mistreated, the hurt, the ostracized, the martyred.  

Blessed are those who lose their lives in the physical or emotional sense and gain Christ.  

Blessed are those who are willing.   

Blessed are those who weigh the world against Christ and choose Christ.   

All of heaven is theirs. 

This week, we are looking at the certainty of persecution for those who are in Christ.  With 

kingdom eyes we will see that not only is persecution to be expected, but it is even part of 

the Father’s grand design.  Whether it touches you personally—in a relational, emotional, 

or physical way—or your experience with persecution seems far off—in the terror seen on 

television or read about in the news—God’s Word rings out with a resounding “do not fear.”  

The words of Christ speak comfort to our hearts in times of panic and trepidation.  

According to his promises, we can trust that in the midst of persecution our hope can be 

fueled and that the gospel will be advanced.  In any circumstance, and in any persecution 

we may face, we can remember that the Savior has overcome the prince of this world. 

We will look this week not only at what true persecution is, but also what it means to be 

persecuted for the sake of righteousness.  We will see how persecution identifies us with 

Christ and what a faithful response to persecution looks like.  We will look at how the 

persecuted are blessed and what it means that they will inherit the kingdom.  We will see 

that far from discouraging faith or hindering the Gospel, persecution serves to further 

both.  It blesses the afflicted and it advances the kingdom.   

The powers of darkness cannot and will not ever prevail, and those who are persecuted will 

see with greater and fuller clarity the coming kingdom of heaven. 

Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake,  

for theirs is the kingdom of heaven…
……………………………………………………….
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Day 1:  To be Persecuted 

PERSONAL INVENTORY 

How would you define persecution? 

CONSIDER 

Last week we looked at what it is to be a peacemaker.  We saw that a 

peacemaker is a person who is willing to do whatever it takes to see peace 

realized.  A peacemaker understands the peace afforded him by God, and 

pursues peace within the context of human relationships, as well as peace 

between individuals and God. 

To further review last week, mark and underline in your Bible what the Lord 

revealed to you from Matthew 5:9. 

This week, we are looking at the eighth beatitude found in Matthew 5:10. 

Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the 

kingdom of heaven. 

This must have been a surprising next beatitude for the original audience.  The 

progression of blessings seems to take an abrupt jump.  We have been moving in 

the specific direction of examining virtues that reveal gospel transformation in 

the life of the believer.  We now however land in a place of receiving painful 

consequences for this Christlike character.  Though we know the New Testament 

speaks of persecution, the blessing still might seem out of place and take us 

aback. 

As a side note, it should be mentioned that this beatitude is generally considered 

to be the last beatitude.  The two following verses are thought to be an extension 

of this final beatitude.  Martyn Lloyd-Jones says that, in regard to this eighth 

blessing in verse 10, most agree “verses 11 and 12 are a kind of elaboration of this 

Beatitude, and perhaps an application of its truth and message to the disciples in 

particular” (110). 

This being the last beatitude gives us all the more reason to hesitate.  This is 

where we arrive?  This is the highest point of progression?  It may cause us to 

want to turn right back around.  It’s not exactly the grand finale one would 

expect.  And yet, this is the final blessing that the Lord brings us to.  This is how 

he intentionally closes this set of promises.   
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We must then approach it for what it is—a blessing.  We begin this week with the 

cognitive understanding that persecution is a blessing.  And we will work this 

week toward a heart understanding of this concept.  Robert Guelich says, “Living 

in that new relationship was an expression of the reality of God’s sovereign rule in 

one’s life.  Therefore, those living in this way are indeed blessed because the 

redemptive rule of God, the Kingdom of Heaven, was already at work in their 

lives” (93).  This blessing is less of a specific quality and more an effect of all of 

the qualities when viewed together.  Martyn Lloyd-Jones says, “Whereas all the 

others have been a direct description, this one is indirect” (110).   This is what 

happens to you because you are a Christian… because you 

display all of the previously stated virtues. 

In multiple places, Scripture speaks of persecution as being  

an actual part of the calling on our life.  As we mature in faith, 

we come to look more and more like Christ, and we are told  

to expect to be treated as he was treated. 

Read Philippians 1:29.  What does this verse say about faith 

and suffering? 

What is Persecution? 

Because persecution has been “granted” to us, we must know what it is and how 

to identify it.  While a first thought of persecution might involve immense 

physical danger or some sort of psychological anguish for the sake of faith in 

Jesus Christ, persecution really includes any and all suffering on account of faith. 

This of course would include the very worst instances of persecution, torment, 

physical suffering, or even death, but it can also include more subtle types of 

suffering.   

John Stott defines persecution as “simply the clash between two irreconcilable 

value-systems” (52).   With this understanding, we see that persecution is 

something much more prevalent than one might first assume.  D. A. Carson says 

that persecution can include someone who is ridiculed by his family or ostracized 

by his relatives (28, 29).  Or it could be someone who is suffering in the 

workplace because of their hope in Jesus Christ.  It could be someone who has 

lost friends or is scoffed at by their children because of his faith.  It could be the 

student who is patronized by their teacher on account of their belief or a wife 

that is chastised by her husband because she trusts in the Lord.  It could be any 

number of scenarios.  Persecution is where faith in Christ offends and suffering is 

the result.  
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Persecution Will Come 

In Matthew 10, the Lord foretells of trials to come.  Look up Matthew 10:16-33.  

Read verses 16-18, what does Christ say will happen to the Apostles? 

In verse 22 how does Christ say they will be regarded? 

How do the following verses give comfort?  

10:19 

10:22 

10:26 

10:28 

10:30 

Christ promises comfort in the midst of suffering and he promises that all will be 

revealed.  He knows all.  He cares deeply, and ultimately, he is the only one with 

all power.  We can entrust our souls to that kind of sovereignty, even in light of 

persecution. 

Persecution Proves 

Persecution proves God’s faithfulness and proves our faith.  This proving is 

comforting, encouraging, and provides endurance for those who suffer.  Again, in 

other places in Scripture Christ tells of trials to come. 

Read Mark 13:9-13.  Here is another similar discourse and yet just like the passage 

in Matthew, the admonition is framed with comfort and encouragement. 

Where in this passage can you see comfort? 
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Where in this passage can you see encouragement? (Hint: Mark 13:13 — 

endurance doesn’t merit salvation but rather proves salvation.) 

We saw in both of the passages in Matthew and Mark the phrase “the one who 

endures to the end.”  This idea is noted in the question above but is worth 

restating.  We can be encouraged to know that those who endure to the end 

have been kept by the grace of God.  Those that endure don’t earn their salvation 

but instead prove that they have been saved by God. 

Persecution proves all of the other beatitudes.  It shows that a process has taken 

place—that a believer is looking more and living more like Christ.  It is the natural 

result of the spiritual transformation.  Read the following Scriptures and note how 

they show the value of persecution. 

How does 2 Thessalonians 1:3-5 show persecution to be an encouragement for 

faith? 

How does 1 John 3:13-14 show persecution to be a validation of faith? 

Within the Progression 

This beatitude immediately follows the blessing for the peacemaker.  It’s 

interesting and maybe even confusing to consider that the next beatitude would 

be a blessing for those who are persecuted… until we remember the biblical 

concept of peacemaking.  When we think about the kind of peace Christ brought

—peace with God, peace with others, and peace within—we can observe that it’s 

an internal and supernatural peace.  Externally, however, Christ’s ministry stirred 

up all manner of unrest.  His gospel and his presence were offensive to those who 

did not sense the need for his salvation.   

Lloyd-Jones says about this progression that, “it is interesting to observe that this 

particular Beatitude immediately follows the reference to the peacemakers.  In a 

sense it is because the Christian is a peacemaker that he is persecuted.  What a 

wealth of insight and understanding that gives us into the nature and character of 
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the Christian life!” (Lloyd-Jones 110).  The peacemaker longs for reconciliation 

between God and humanity as well as within human relationships.  Reconciliation, 

however, is detestable to those who believe that they are right, or righteous, by 

their own merit.  The gospel of peace only resonates with those who are aware of 

their gospel need.  It is, however, abhorrent to those who are unaware that there 

is a need for such peace.  

As it Correlates 

Robert Guelich makes another connection in the context of the beatitudes.  He 

connects this last beatitude with the fourth beatitude—blessed are those who 

hunger and thirst for righteousness for they will be filled.  Both blessings address 

righteousness.  If the beatitudes were to be lined up in two even columns, a line 

could be drawn directly from the fourth to the eighth.  The suggested connection 

is that the very same righteousness that we come to desire fills us, but then it is 

also the exact reason for our persecution.  John Stott says of this correlation, 

“Since all the beatitudes describe what every Christian disciple is intended to be, 

we conclude that the condition of being despised and rejected, slandered and 

persecuted, is as much a normal mark of Christian discipleship as being pure in 

heart or merciful.  Every Christian is to be a peacemaker, and every Christian is to 

expect opposition.  Those who hunger for righteousness will suffer for the 

righteousness they crave” (53).  We can see in this beatitude a definite focus on 

the righteousness given to us by Christ.  This righteousness fills us, covers us, 

defines us, and offends the world.  We will spend a great deal more time 

tomorrow discussing this particular note. 

PERSONAL APPLICATION 
In your own words, how can you see persecution as a proof, a comfort, and/or 

and encouragement? 

PRAYER 
Prompt—Matthew 10:26 
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Day 2: For Righteousness’ Sake  

PERSONAL INVENTORY 

What do you think it means to suffer for righteousness’ sake? 

CONSIDER 
On Day 1, we looked at what it means to be persecuted.  Today we are paying 

particular attention to the reason stated for persecution.  There is very much an 

emphasis on for righteousness’ sake.  There are a great many occasions in which 

a Christian may suffer or be persecuted; some even for good purposes or 

intentions.  This eighth beatitude, however, only promises blessing in persecution 

for one cause.  The blessing is for those who suffer because they walk in 

righteousness.      

Martyn Lloyd-Jones, in emphasizing “for righteousness’ sake,” suggests a list of 

reasons why people may suffer that are not what is meant by suffering for 

“righteousness.”  The first example of what is not meant by righteousness is those 

who are persecuted because they are challenging.  This beatitude does not 

promise blessing for those that suffer for being difficult or  “objectionable.”  

People who are contentious or protest are not what this beatitude is talking 

about, even if they feel like they are right in their objective.   

This beatitude also is not meant for those who are persecuted for “lacking in 

wisdom” or for people who suffer for being “foolish.”  People make foolish 

mistakes and often times suffer the consequences of those mistakes.  This 

beatitude does not hold any promise for blessing in that. 

Lloyd-Jones goes on to say that being “fanatical” or overzealous is not what is 

meant in this beatitude either.  Caring a great deal for something could in some 

instances be a good thing, but again, it is not what is being referenced in this 

beatitude.   

Certainly this beatitude is not promising blessing for being persecuted when 

“doing wrong” (1 Peter 4:15).   If anything, what we can hope for when doing 

wrong is for the Lord to convict us and cause us to turn back to him. 
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cause” or for “religio-political reasons” (Lloyd-Jones 112, 113).   Though the cause 

may be noble, and the politics responsible and upstanding, this also is not what 

the promise is attached to.  

Finally, he says that it doesn’t even mean suffering for being “good, noble, or self-

sacrificing.”  This might be a confusing statement in that we can see these 

qualities in Jesus.   However, being good, noble, and self-sacrificing were not the 

reasons that Christ was persecuted.  The world generally likes and applauds these 

qualities.  They see these qualities as something they too wish they could 

demonstrate (Lloyd-Jones 113).   

Jesus was persecuted because he was other, because he was holy, and because 

his very presence was convicting.  He was persecuted because he was light and 

darkness is offended by light.  He was persecuted because of his righteousness. 

That doesn’t mean that some of these reasons for suffering aren’t worthy 

grounds, only that this blessing isn’t attached to them (Lloyd-Jones 114).  D. A. 

Carson also emphasizes the righteousness aspect of this beatitude in saying that 

the blessing is,  “…restricted to those who suffer persecution because of 

righteousness.  The believers described in this passage are those determined to 

live as Jesus lived” (28). 

We understand that this blessing is reserved only for those who suffer for 

righteousness.  With the blessing being so specific, it is important to be sure that 

we accurately define what it means to live in righteousness.     

Those who are righteous are those who… 

…embrace that…  
___________________________________________________________________ 

 (2 Corinthians 5:21)  

…so that…  

_________________________________________________________________  . 
 (2 Corinthians 5:21) 

The righteous person lives… 

_________________________________________________________________  . 
        (Romans 1:17) 
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The believer is now found… 
___________________________________________________________________ 

       (Philippians 3:9) 

…not having a… 
___________________________________________________________________ 

       (Philippians 3:9) 

…but one that comes by… 
_________________________________________________________________  . 
       (Philippians 3:9) 

This new life creates a desire to begin to… 
___________________________________________________________________ 

   (2 Timothy 2:22)  

…that they might be filled with… 
_________________________________________________________________  . 

   (Philippians 1:11)   

This understanding allows us to see how very different a person is once they have 

been made righteous by the blood of Jesus Christ.  Once dead, they have now 

been made alive in Christ.  They have become part of another kingdom.  Lloyd-

Jones says that this “…is why the Pharisees and the scribes hated our Lord.  It was 

not because He was good; it was because He was different.  There was 

something about Him that condemned them.  They felt all their righteousness 

was being made to look very tawdry.  That was what they disliked.  The righteous 

may not say anything; they do not condemn us in words.  But just because they 

are what they are, they do in fact condemn us, they make us feel unhappy, and 

we shrivel into nothing.  So we hate them for it and try to find fault with 

them” (116-17). 

So, if we are one with Christ and if we are filled with his righteousness, we should 

not be surprised by persecution.  Carson says that, “This final beatitude becomes 

one of the most searching of all of them, and binds up the rest; for if the disciple 

of Jesus never experiences any persecution at all, it may be fairly asked where 

righteousness is being displayed in his life.  If there is no righteousness, no 

conformity to God’s will, how shall he enter the kingdom?” (29) 

When Suffering for Righteousness 

If we are to anticipate persecution, we might also seek to understand how to 

endure it.  In 1 Peter, we see that Peter exhorts those enduring persecution for the 

sake of righteousness to be sustained in hardship with a kingdom perspective. 
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righteousness.  In it, we find direction and encouragement for walking faithfully 

through suffering and trials for the sake of Christ. 

  

Read 1 Peter 3:8-9. How are Christians to respond to evil and reviling? 

1 Peter 3:10-11 gives specific instructions for life well lived, a life of righteousness.  

Write down the three primary concepts in the passage.  

Read 1 Peter 3:12.  This verse assures us of the Lord’s position.  What does the 

text say? 

Read 1 Peter 3:13 and the first half of verse 14.   Should we suffer for 

righteousness sake, what is the promise? 

Read through 1 Peter 3:14b-15 to fill in the following points.  These verses 

prescribe what to do with our troubled or fearful hearts.  The answer for our 

disturbed hearts is to redirect our attention.  (Use vv 14b-15) 

Have no  ____________________________________ 

Don’t be ____________________________________   

But in your hearts __________________________________________________ 

In 1 Peter 3:15-16, we see that the hope is that this unusual response to suffering 

will draw attention to the Lord’s grace in the lives of the persecuted.  The way 

they react would cause others to take notice.  (Use vs 15-16) 

Be prepared to ___________________________________________________ 

Yet do it with  ____________________________________________________ 

So that __________________________________________________________ 
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PERSONAL APPLICATION 

Persecuted or not, Christ’s righteousness in the life of a believer affects the 

individuals that a believer does life with, or even comes into contact with.  Take a 

moment and consider how the righteousness that has covered and filled you 

affects those who spend time with you. 

There is a continuous thread that we can see developing in the instruction 

regarding this beatitude.  The repeated theme is be prepared and do not fear.  

How can you personalize this exhortation?  What does it look like for you to be 

prepared?  How is it that you can come to a place where you do not fear? 

PRAYER 
Prompt—1 Peter 4:16 
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PERSONAL INVENTORY 

Why do you think Christ was hated? 

CONSIDER 
We have spent the early part of the week looking at what persecution is and 

what it means to be persecuted for righteousness’ sake.  Essentially, being 

persecuted for righteousness’ sake is to be identified with Christ… to be identified 

in Christ.  Just as Christ was hated, so will we be as we grow more into his 

likeness.   

Today, we will look at (1) how Christ was received and (2) how we can expect to 

be regarded. 

Remembering Christ 

Look at Isaiah 53:3-5 (as we did on Week 3, Day 2).  How was it prophesied that 

Christ would be treated? 

Mark 15:16-20 describes just one of many examples of how Christ was treated in 

this world.  List what was done to him in this narrative. 

Christ was abused, disrespected, beaten… He was hated.  To the unrepentant 

sinner, he was repulsive.  His righteousness was offensive and thereby rejected.  

Only to those who sensed their need for him was Jesus a relief. 

Martyn Lloyd-Jones describes Christ’s experience in this world in the following 

way,  “If our conception of Him is such that He can be admired and applauded by 

the non-Christian, we have a wrong view of Him.  The effect of Jesus Christ upon 

His contemporaries was that many threw stones at Him.  They hated Him; and 

finally, choosing a murderer instead of Him, they put Him to death.  This is the 

effect Jesus Christ always has upon the world” (117) 
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Treated Like Christ 

With Christ’s afflictions in mind, we realize that if we are like Christ, we can 

expect for ourselves a similar reaction from the world.  D. A. Carson says this of 

the Christian’s experience, “The Christian lives in a sinful world; therefore if he 

exhibits genuine, transparent righteousness he will be rejected by many.  Genuine 

righteousness condemns people by implication; small wonder that people often 

lash out in retaliation.  Christ’s disciples by their righteous living thus divide men: 

men are either repelled or drawn to our precious Savior ” (29). 

In the book of John, Jesus tells his disciples that they will be hated just as he was.  

He describes how and why he was hated and what the disciples could expect for 

themselves.  Jesus never promised that following him would be painless or safe.  

From the very beginning, discipleship was explained as costly, and it would 

become more costly the deeper they went.  As we look over John 15:18-16:4, we 

see that Christ very specifically spelled out how difficult life in faith would be.   

What does John 15:18-19 guarantee?  

Why?  

Continue reading John 15.  In verses 20-25, what reason did Christ give for why 

the world will persecute his followers? 

What comfort does Christ promise in John 15:26-27? 

In John 16:1-4, why did Christ tell his disciples what they would suffer? 

  

   

219 

Jesus never promised that following him would be painless or safe.



W
ee

k 
9:

  T
he

 B
ea

tit
ud

es

John 15:18-16:4 is a picture of what a follower of Christ can expect.  If we have 

taken on the salvation of Christ, the righteousness of Christ, and the character of 

Christ, then we must expect the same reception that Christ received.   

Martyn Lloyd-Jones says it this way, “If you try to imitate Christ, the world will 

praise you; if you become Christlike it will hate you” (118). 

Becoming Like Christ 

This is all part of the blessed and glorious process.  Enduring persecution and 

suffering is part of becoming more like Christ.  Philippians 3 explains the spiritual 

benefits of persecution.   

According to Philippians 3:10-11, how does suffering for Christ reinforce or 

strengthen the experience of the believer? 

Not only do we find that persecution gives opportunities to become like Christ in 

how we live, but we see that it also gives us opportunities to become more like 

Christ in how we no longer live. 

1 Peter 4:1-6 describes another blessing from persecution.   

What does this passage say about suffering for the sake of righteousness? 

PERSONAL APPLICATION 
How does Christ’s persecution affect the way you think about how you should be 

received by the world? 

How do Christ’s words in John 15:18-16:4 encourage and comfort you? 
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How does seeing persecution as an opportunity to grow more like Christ affect 

your view of suffering for the sake of Christ? 

PRAYER 
Prompt—Hebrews 12:3 
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PERSONAL INVENTORY 
How do you think it is that there could be a peace in the midst of persecution? 

CONSIDER 
Yesterday, we looked at what Jesus told his disciples about what was to come for 

them.  Throughout the book of Acts and in various other New Testament writings, 

we can see that the early church did in fact suffer what Christ said it would suffer.    

However, we also see that persecution did not deter the early church.  Somehow, 

miraculously, Christ’s bride flourished and strengthened. 

In Acts 16, we see Paul and Silas in jail… singing hymns of praise.  This scene is a 

quintessential picture of what it meant to be a follower of Jesus in the early 

church era.  Difficult, yet joyful.  Terrifying, but saturated in peace.  Dark, but with 

the light of the gospel breaking through. 

Read Acts 16:16-24 to understand the context of these circumstances.  

Why were Paul and Silas put into prison? 

What happened to Paul and Silas before they were put in prison? 

With the context in mind, verse 25 can come as a shocking reaction to their 

circumstances.  Verse 25 shows so much about the faithful response to 

persecution.  Here, we highlight three observations in this one verse.   

First, note the time.  What was the approximate time? _____________________ 

This is noteworthy in that they were awake and singing in the middle of the night.  

Barnes’ Notes on the Bible suggests that their “painful posture, and the sufferings 

of their recent scourging prevented their sleeping.”  
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Second, note the activity of Paul and Silas.  What were they doing? 

Tertullian, the early church theologian, is quoted as saying, “The leg feels not the 

stocks when the mind is in heaven.  Though the body is held fast, all things lie 

open in the spirit” (Ellicott’s commentary for English Readers).  Here, we see a 

life-giving kingdom perspective in action.  They worship because they have set 

their minds on things above.  This perspective sees persecution as validation and 

their dark circumstances as opportunities for God’s glory to break through. 

Again, Barnes’ Notes on the Bible notes that in this scene we can see that “the 

enemies of Christians cannot destroy their peace.  They may incarcerate the 

body, but they cannot bind the spirit.  They may exclude from earthly comforts, 

but they cannot shut them out from the presence and sustaining grace of God.” 

John MacArthur also makes a note on the disciples response.  He says, “Paul and 

Silas’s reaction underscores another vitally important truth in living the Christian 

life: How Christians live is directly related to their concept of God” (106).  He later 

goes on to say, “Paul and Silas did not base their theology on their circumstances.  

Instead, they evaluated those circumstances in light of what they knew to be true 

about God.  Their songs expressed confident trust that God would use their 

circumstances for their good and His glory” (106). 

Third, note the impact.  What was happening because Paul and Silas were 

praising God?  

When the Lord’s Spirit is plainly evident, people take notice.  God’s glory is 

compelling and captivating.  In verses 26-33 we see how the Lord intervened  

with an earthquake and then out of these circumstances came the redemption  

of the jailer and his entire family.  God’s glory was most certainly made  

visible to all in the narrative and to all that have heard this account since. 

As we continue to study persecution through the lens of blessing, we seek 

to understand how suffering and joy can possibly go hand in hand.  How 

could it be that Paul and Silas, after being beaten and locked into stocks 

could be singing hymns in such a desperate place, in such physical pain, 

and in the dead of night?        

R. T. Kendall breaks down three reasons to celebrate suffering for the sake 

of righteousness.  He says that persecution for righteousness sake is (1) proof  

of godliness, (2) proof of great grace, and (3) proof of glory (Kendall 62). 
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Proof of Godliness 

Kendall says that persecution is cause for celebration because it shows godliness.  

We again see that suffering for righteousness’ sake validates that righteousness is 

present in the believer.  Persecution proves that the believer has been counted 

worthy to suffer.  Persecution distinguishes true believers from the rest of the 

world.  Look at the following verses and note how these verses show that 

persecution validates Christ’s righteousness in the life of a believer.   

Acts 5:41 

2 Timothy 3:12-14  

Proof of Great Grace 

We can also view persecution as evidence of great grace.  In persecution, often 

times, believers are given inordinate opportunities.  They are given the great 

grace of sharing the reason for their hope and joy, as in the example of Paul and 

Silas in the jail (Acts 16).   

The following narratives are examples of significant opportunities given because 

of persecution.   Write down what opportunity the persecution provided. 

Acts 4:5-13 

Acts 5:27-32 

These are just a couple of examples of testimony opportunities given to Peter. 

When you read through the book of Acts, you find not only places where Peter 

was able to speak of the goodness of God but also countless examples of 

opportunities given to Paul, as well.  Paul was given occasions to present his 

testimony and faith before the highest officials in the land.   

Read one example of this great grace in Acts 26:12-29 detailing an account of 

Paul before King Agrippa.  What is Paul able to share with the king? 
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Proof of Glory 

The third cause of celebration listed by Kendall is that persecution is proof of 

glory.  In 1 Peter 4 we see a promise given to those who share Christ’s sufferings. 

Read 1 Peter 4:13-14.  What promise does verse 14 give? 

In verse 13, there is a future blessing stated—that you will rejoice and be glad 

when his glory is revealed.  But, verse 14 gives a present tense blessing.  The 

wording can be translated to say that if you are insulted for the name of Christ, 

the Spirit of glory is resting on you (Grudem 186).  According to Wayne Grudem, 

this verse “indicates an unusual fullness of the presence of the Holy Spirit to 

bless, to strengthen, and to give a foretaste of heavenly glory” (187).  The noted 

inclusion of the word “glory” is meant to convey that God’s glory will be visible in 

the powerful dwelling of the Holy Spirit within Christian believers (Grudem 187).  

To be allowed to see with greater clarity and greater fullness the wondrous glory 

of God is most certainly cause to celebrate in the midst of suffering.  

PERSONAL APPLICATION 
As you consider suffering for righteousness as a blessing, how do you think you 

can personally see persecution as a gift of validation?   

PRAYER 
Prompt—Acts 5:41 
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PERSONAL INVENTORY 

How do you think those who are persecuted can experience the greater reality of 

the kingdom both now and forever? 

CONSIDER 
After walking through a week of looking at persecution, we desperately need to 

hear the words of Christ.  Look up and write out John 16:33. 

Particularly in this era… at this time in the story of redemption… this era of fear… 

this season of suspicion and terror, we need to remember that Christ has already 

won the war.  The victory is already ours in Christ Jesus.  Even, and especially, 

now the Gospel shines forth.  All that can be lost is perishable anyway.  Our 

treasure is Jesus, who is ours forever, and our citizenship is elsewhere.  Thank 

heaven that we are merely pilgrims and that this earthly dwelling isn’t our true 

home.  Our king is the Lord.  His kingdom has come and his kingdom is coming. 

We end this week back at the first promised blessing from the first beatitude.  

This blessing bookends the Beatitudes and is intended to convey that every 

blessing between is a part of the picture of the ways of the kingdom. 

Martyn Lloyd-Jones explains it in the following way.  He says, “Our Lord started 

and ended with this particular promise in order to impress upon His listeners that 

the important thing was membership of the kingdom of heaven…. Our Lord says 

in effect… ‘The important thing is that you should realize what My kingdom is, and 

you should know how to become members of it.’  So He starts and ends with it.   

Over and above all these particular blessings which we receive, and which we are 

to receive in greater measure and greater fullness, the great thing is that we are 

citizens of the kingdom of heaven and thus to that spiritual realm” (111). 

This understanding, this reality, is the lens by which we can see all things of this 

world.  In walking through each blessing we have seen that kingdom ways 

contradict the ways of the world and the blessings of the kingdom transcend the 

comprehension of mankind.  

226 



W
eek 9:  T

he B
eatitudes

As believers in Christ Jesus, our hearts, minds, and souls 

are fixed elsewhere.  Our vision and perspective come 

from a kingdom unlike anything of this world. 

In Week 2, we looked at the three realms of the kingdom 

of God.  If you recall, the kingdom of God is defined as 

the unhindered power and presence of God.  Read the 

following passages regarding persecution in connection 

with the first two realms.  Note how persecution within that realm has only 

advanced the mission and kingdom of God. 

The Person of Christ 

The first realm in which we can see the kingdom of God was in the person of 

Christ Jesus on Earth.  Though fairly obvious, read and note how his persecution 

advanced the kingdom in this realm. 

Acts 3:13-21 

The Church 

The second realm of the kingdom we looked at was the fellowship of believers 

and the activity of the church.  Jesus promised in Matthew 16:18 that he would 

build his church and that the powers of hell will not overcome it.  We have seen 

this to be true as the church has prevailed throughout the ages.  Read and write 

down how this realm advances in persecution.   

Philippians 1:12-14 

It’s worth noting that four of the epistles were written from prison.  Persecution 

kept Paul from delivering those messages in person.  Rather than being given 

freedom to go where he pleased, Paul was given prison to write enduring words 

that would be canonized and treasured from that time forward. 

The Kingdom to Come 

The final realm is the kingdom of God that will come in full.  All will be made 

right.  This realm is the future of the believer and the focus of the persecuted.  All 

life, all suffering, all persecution must be viewed through the lens of what is to 

come.  Because we truly are inhabitants of another kingdom, we can hold onto  
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are exhorted to not lose heart.  We aren’t hopeless and left to suffer, but rather 

we are promised that the kingdom is being advanced even now and that full 

glory will be revealed very shortly. 

So We Do Not Lose Heart 

As we live in the tension of the now and not yet, knowing the reality of the pain 

of persecution, we look to passages such as 2 Corinthians 4:7-18.  In this text, Paul 

encourages faithful believers not to lose heart as they are tested.   

Read 2 Corinthians 4:7.  What does Paul say that we hold the treasure in? 

This is an interesting and intentional metaphor for the human body.  Clay, or 

earthen vessels were fragile.  Unlike metal, which could be repaired, and glass, 

which could be melted and reused, once broken, these vessels were discarded.  

The imagery of earthen vessels represents weakness, humility, and fragility in our 

present state.  This perishable nature is contrasted with the “treasure” within, 

which is the almighty, eternal power of Christ.  This treasure gives dignity, beauty, 

light and power, not from the vessel itself, but by that which radiates from within 

it (Kruse 106). 

Read 2 Corinthians 4:8-12.  How do these verses support verse 7? 

Paul then goes on to list a number of reasons why we can be of good courage 

and not lose heart in light of persecution.  As you read through verses 13-17, list 

the reasons Paul gives for encouragement as he walked through affliction. 

1) vv 13-14 

___________________________________________________________________ 

2) vv 15a 

___________________________________________________________________ 

3) vv 15b 

___________________________________________________________________ 
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1)

4) vv 16 

___________________________________________________________________ 

5) vv 17 

___________________________________________________________________ 

Verse 18 tells us how it is that he kept this kingdom perspective.  He looked to 

things unseen.  Kruse explains this verse in the following way.  He says that Paul 

was, “not contrasting things which are visible with those that are inherently 

invisible.  It is rather a contrast between what is now visible and what is not yet 

visible but about to be revealed” (Kruse 111).  It’s exciting to think about all that is 

“not yet visible but about to be revealed.”  In that thought, we can find 

anticipation rather than fear and hope rather than despair. 

As Paul continues to explain our reality, he highlights the primary theme of 

temporal, or transient, versus that which is eternal.  Kruse says of this, “There is 

something else about that which is presently unseen but soon to be revealed 

which further strengthens Paul’s resolve not to lose heart.  It is that, unlike what 

may now be seen, which is transient, what is presently unseen but soon to be 

revealed is eternal.  The present world, including the ‘outer nature’ of the 

Christian, is subject to decay, or corruption; the world which is to come, including 

the glorious resurrection body of believers, is eternal and incorruptible” (Kruse 

111).   

The kingdom is present and is advancing.  The blessing for those who are 

persecuted is that they are most inclined to reside in the not yet.  Illusions of 

earthly comfort and earthly satisfaction are completely eroded.  What remains is 

the fullness of the hope of the kingdom, the true realities of the Lord’s presence 

and power, and the longing for what is not yet visible to be seen by all. 

And so we must interpret the now in light of the not yet.  This is the kingdom 

perspective.  Soon enough all will be made visible… all glory and righteousness, 

all justice and mercy.  We filter our experience through the lens of our reality that 

is just on the verge of being put on full display.  

We end today with this final encouragement.  Read the following passage and 

note the promise given. 

Romans 8:35-39 
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How can you be encouraged by 2 Corinthians 4:7-18 in a personal way? 

How can we see persecution as part of the victory of Christ? 

What effect does 1 Peter 4:13 have on you as you consider the truth of it? 

PRAYER 
Prompt—Romans 8:35 

WRAP UP THE WEEK 

Rewrite this week’s beatitude in your own words: 

Prepare to Discuss 
1).  What does it mean to be persecuted? 
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2).  How does 1 Peter 3:8-17 encourage you in light of possibly suffering for 

righteousness’ sake? 

3).  Why do you think it’s important to understand the reaction that the world had  

to Christ? 

4).  What does it look like for you, in your current circumstances, to be enabled to 

sing “hymns in the darkness”? 

5).  As we hear of and as we experience persecution, why should we not lose  

heart? 
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