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Week 7
THE BEATITUDES 
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As followers of Christ it is easy to grow complacent in our pursuit of God.   

As residents—exiles and sojourners—in a culture rooted in a Judeo-Christian culture, it 

might be hard to differentiate between cultural religiosity.  For both distracted believers 

and mistaken non-believers, the message is the same.  

It is the heart that matters to God.  

There are times when we go through the motions of religious routines without even 

considering.  We may attend church, sing the songs, read the word of God, even pray… 

and never really engage with the Father.  The blessing of Christ we will look at this week 

brings us back to the issue of the heart, or the heart of the issue. 

We will see that behavior and outward appearances are not what the Father is after.  He 

desires a fully devoted heart.  He calls for a unified heart, an undefiled heart, a heart 

that seeks to see the face of God, and a heart that longs to know Him more deeply.   

It is our sincerity, devotion, and affection for God that brings about the blessing.  

Behavior is weighed not merely as behavior, but as evidence of a response to our 

undeserved salvation. 

This cannot be done with a heart of flesh, or a heart that allows its fleshly nature to 

resurrect.  We will revisit our desperate need for repentance this week, as it is the only 

way to purity.  As we see more and more our need for grace, as we are filled with the 

righteousness of Christ, we slowly see a heart that is becoming truly sensitive to the 

ways and glory of the Father.  

These are the hearts that will be able to see God most clearly now.   

They are also the hearts that will rejoice to see Him in full when that blessed day comes.   

Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God…
……………………………………………………….
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Day 1:  Who Shall Ascend? 

PERSONAL INVENTORY 

What do you think it means to be pure in heart? 

CONSIDER 

Last week, we engaged with what it means to be merciful as a response to the 

mercy that we have already been given by God.  We saw that mercy recognizes a 

miserable condition, whether it be physical or spiritual, and is compelled by 

compassion to act.  Mercy seeks to relieve misery in one way or another.  We 

found that how we respond to misery reveals how deeply we’ve been affected by 

the mercy and forgiveness granted to us by the Father.   

Take a few minutes to look at Matthew 5:7 in your Bible.  Review last week’s study 

by underlining and making notes in your margins about specific things the Lord 

showed you.   

This week, we are looking at the sixth beatitude which is found in Matthew 5:8.	  

Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God. 

This sixth beatitude holds such an amazing and desirable promise… to see God. 

Because we long to be counted as one who does and will see God, it is a 

worthwhile endeavor to understand purity.  Explanations of what purity is include 

being free from falsehood, having an attitude of perfect sincerity, having an 

inward purity, and having a heart that has no debris (Stott 48, 49; Guelich 90; 

Kendall 50).   

Martyn Lloyd-Jones says that there are two specific ways to understand this 

concept of purity.  The first is to be “without hypocrisy”.  This means to be open 

or to keep nothing hidden.  It also means to be single-focused or single-minded.  

The second way to understand purity is as the idea of being “cleansed”.  It means 

to be perfect, spotless, and without defilement (94, 95).  It means to be like 

Christ.        

Psalm 24 is an appropriate place to begin our week’s study of this beatitude.  

Read Psalm 24:3-6 and write down anything that would indicate what it means 

to have a pure heart. 
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In this passage, we can see elements of both of Lloyd-Jones’ definitions of purity

—without hypocrisy and being clean.  As we continue an overview of all this 

blessing holds, it is important to note that in Scripture, the “heart” means 

considerably more than a person’s feelings.  It actually means something more 

like the very center of personality.  Heart includes the mind and the intellect.  It 

includes the will and desires.  The heart also includes the actual heart and 

affections (Lloyd-Jones 93).   The “heart,” in biblical terms, engages all facets of a 

person’s being.  

Look up Mark 12:30. 
How does this verse illustrate purity of heart? 

As we look at Psalm 24 and Mark 12:30 together, we might recognize an 

understanding of purity of heart take form.  We see that purity of heart involves a 

singular focus on the pursuit of God.  To be pure in heart is to be completely 

wrapped up in this one desire.  It is to be free from falsehood, idols, and 

distractions.  Every aspect of a person is engaged in this one single 

preoccupation. 

As it Possibly Flows through Righteousness 
In studying this beatitude within the series of Beatitudes, we glance back two 

blessings at hungering and thirsting for righteousness.  Recalling Daniel Doriani’s 

graphic which illustrates the progression through the Beatitudes (pg. 113), we 

remember that being pure of heart is an overflow of being filled with 

righteousness.  It is a result of being satisfied (Lloyd-Jones 91).  When we are 

filled up by righteousness, we are free from the bondage of sin.  We are free from 

the power of sin over us, and eventually free from even the desire to sin.  We can 

see as a person is filled with righteousness that over time, their purity becomes 

more and more visible.  

As it Possibly Relates to the Second Beatitude 
To consider the possible corresponding beatitude, we think back to Doriani’s 

second graphic (pg. 131).  As we see there, this sixth blessing correlates with the 

second blessing.  Look at how Lloyd-Jones explains the connection, “‘Blessed are 

the pure in heart,’ also corresponds to the second statement in the first group, 

which was ‘blessed are they that mourn.’  What did they mourn about?  We saw 

that they were mourning about the state of their hearts; they were mourning 

about their sinfulness; they were mourning, not only because they did things that 

were wrong, but still more because they ever wanted to do wrong.  They realized 

the central perversion in their character and personality; it was that which caused 

them to mourn” (91). 
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Lloyd-Jones goes on to say, “Who are the pure in heart?... they are those 

mourning about the impurity of their hearts.  Because the only way to have a 

pure heart is to realize you have an impure heart, and to mourn about it to such 

an extent that you do that which alone can lead to cleansing and purity” (Lloyd-

Jones 92).  

This understanding effectuates encouragement and direction for 

us as we find that there is, indeed, an avenue to this kind of 

purity.  If we have truly mourned our sin, the grieving process 

serves as a weeding of the heart, where then righteousness can 

be planted.  What we find as we live into righteousness is that 

slowly but surely, even our desires begin to change.  As we 

experience godly sorrow and repent, day after day, inch-by-inch, 

we are transformed.  Though we are made pure immediately 

upon salvation, we begin to become pure as we grow to look 

more like Christ.   

PERSONAL APPLICATION  
As you read through Psalm 24 and consider purity of heart.  What do you think 

God’s role is in your purity of heart and what do you think your role is in your 

purity of heart?   

PRAYER 
Prompt—Psalm 51:10 
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Day 2:  White Washed Tombs 

PERSONAL INVENTORY 

What do you think is the difference between being pure and being religious? 

CONSIDER 

Yesterday we did an overview of what it means to be pure in heart.  

Commentaries are very intentional about pointing out that Jesus was specifically 

referring to an inward purity verses an outward piety.  D. A. Carson says it this 

way, “Purity of heart must never be confused with outward conformity to rules.  

Because it is the heart which must be pure…” (26).  Why was Jesus so specific in 

referencing the heart? 

It seems as though in biblical times, people might have been inclined to appear 

very virtuous, devout, righteous, scrupulous—on the outside.  Yet many neglected 

the most essential aspect of their being—the true condition of the heart.  People 

followed ceremony, ritual, and tradition.  They did what their culture said was 

right and they were content to meet the external standard of culture and 

observations.   

Jesus stopped them right in their tracks.  External rituals were meant to display 

what was internally authentic and true.  Without the internal substance, all of it 

was hollow.  Hollow people participating in hollow exercises.  Religious but not 

faithful.   Might that still be the proclivity of our nature?  Cleaned up on the 

outside, but dying on the inside?  Proficient at looking good but inept at knowing 

how deluded we are? 

This beatitude strikes at the core of that concern.  It is a most 

haunting and terrifying thought… to believe you’re doing 

faith well, when in reality you are just doing religion well. 

Jesus addresses the very core of this issue.  He distinguishes 

the heart—the very center of who we are—as what must be 

pure.  He is intentional about specifying “in heart,” as 

opposed to those who were ceremonially clean.  Jesus is 
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God’s righteousness, and pursued his purity. 

In chapter Matthew 23, Jesus used the example of the Pharisees to point out 

what purity of heart is not.  He chose to use the most religious and most pure in 

appearance as a non-example.  He chose individuals who should have most 

understood the concept of righteousness and revealed their inner corruption. 

Look at what John Stott points out.  He explains, “Jesus took up this theme in his 

controversy with the Pharisees and complained about their obsession with 

external, ceremonial purity. ‘You Pharisees cleanse the outside of the cup and of 

the dish, but inside you are full of extortion and wickedness.’   They were ‘like 

whitewashed tombs, which outwardly appear beautiful, but within they are full of 

dead men’s bones and all uncleanness’” (Stott 48). 

What a disturbing and ominous accusation. And there are more of them!   

There are a number of other “woes” spoken over the Pharisees in the Gospels.   

In Matthew 23, we find a series of woes directed at these religious individuals. 

The irony is that the behavior and ceremonies of the Pharisees were rooted in the 

Old Testament attempts to be pure before God.  What they missed was that true 

purity was standing before them.  Christ was the answer to the issue of their 

ineffective efforts.  Because of him, man could be made pure.  Because of him, 

man could truly live into purity.  The Pharisees couldn’t see it though.  They had 

grown content in attempting a type of purity on their own.  The issue lies in that 

there is no purity on our own.  We are void of purity and attempts at it, without 

the righteousness of Christ, are most certainly impotent.   

Look at Matthew 23:13-33 and examine the following seven indictments Christ 

made about religious people who are pure in appearance and impure in heart.  

Using the Scripture and the notes below, try to fill in the blanks provided with a 

word or phrase that you think best describes the offense. 

1.  vs. 13 Pharisees are cursed for____________________________________ 

from heaven/exclusion (MacArthur 376). 

Note—This first woe is meant to have an element of irony.  The religious people 

were supposed to be guiding people into heaven instead of keeping them out of 

heaven (Blomberg 344).  They did this by promoting a righteousness through 

works and by denying the need for Christ (MacArthur 337).  Causing people to 

work for their salvation kept the people from the real salvation that only Christ 

could grant (MacArthur 337). 
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2.  vs. 15 Pharisees are cursed for _______________________________ false faith 

(MacArthur 379). 

Note—Jewish leaders worked very hard to convert Gentiles to Judaism.  It was 

not an easy task and once converted and fully committed to all of the rituals and 

ceremonies, these converted Gentiles were seen somewhat as a prize for the 

Scribes and Pharisees that had worked so hard at their conversion.  New converts 

were excited, zealous, and misled (MacArthur 380). 

3.  vs. 16 Pharisees are cursed for their perversion of ________________________  

(MacArthur 383). 

Note—Here, Jesus says that the blind lead the blind.  This suggests that the 

Scribes and Pharisees were not even aware of their misconceptions.  In their 

blindness, they were distorting and perverting truth.  They had created ways to 

be dishonest and still appear to be honest (MacArthur 383). 

4. vs. 23 Pharisees are cursed for inverting divine priorities.  They magnified the 

_________________________ and minimized the _________________________  

(MacArthur 383). 

Note— Jesus used the word “weightier” in reference to a rabbinical tradition 

where the issues of law were separated into light and heavy.  Jesus was saying 

that in their ways and systems, they had made insignificant things significant and 

essential things—like justice, mercy, and faithfulness—trivial (MacArthur 383). 

5. vs. 25-26 Pharisees are cursed for their ______________________ of others 

and ___________________________ of themselves (MacArthur 385). 

Note—Jesus was accusing the spiritual leaders of being self-indulgent and self-

gratifying in the way they treated those that they were supposed to be serving.  

They took advantage of them both spiritually and financially.  They had looked 

out for themselves and extorted those in their keeping (MacArthur 386).  

6. vs. 27-28 Phariseess are cursed for spiritually ___________________________ 

everyone they touched (MacArthur 386). 

Note—Tombs were whitewashed in Jerusalem for two reasons.  The first was to 

look pleasant for travelers coming to Jerusalem for Passover.  The second reason 

was to protect unfamiliar travelers from accidently touching a grave sight.  If a   
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days.  This would keep them from being able to participate in any of the rituals 

during Passover.  Tombs were white washed as a warning because whoever came 

in contact with them would be defiled (MacArthur 386).  

7.  vs. 29-33  Pharisees are cursed for their pretension in presuming to be 

____________________________________, including their forefathers 

(MacArthur 387). 

Note—Though they said they would not have done what their forefathers did in 

killing prophets, they simultaneously were plotting to kill Jesus the actual 

Messiah.  Their pride blinded them to their own dismissal of the truth.  They 

declared themselves superior to others when in reality, they were on the verge of 

crucifying God’s own Son (MacArthur 387). 

Over and over again in the Gospels, we see Christ reference the heart.  Though 

man may try to have an appearance of holiness, Christ reminds us that our own 

efforts are twisted and misguided.  We will lean toward self when given the 

option and so we need his work, his righteousness to take effect in our hearts.  

We must live out of the righteousness that only he can generate within us. 

John Stott says it this way,  “This emphasis on the inward and moral, whether 

contrasted with the outward and ceremonial or the outward and physical, is 

certainly consistent with the whole Sermon on the Mount which requires  

heart-righteousness rather than mere rule-righteousness” (40).  

PERSONAL APPLICATION 

On this subject, David Platt has posed questions based on the accusations 

towards the Pharisees (303-304).  Take your time and prayerfully consider these 

questions.  Ask the Lord to show you anything you might need to know regarding 

them. 

Are you in any way hindering people’s salvation?  

Are we deceiving others through creating virtual disciples of ourselves? 
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Are we more concerned with biblical technicalities than we are with practical 

ministry? 

Do we justify sin according to our traditions or do we flee sin according to God’s 

truth? 

Do we pride ourselves on following convenient laws or do we spend ourselves 

expressing costly love?  

Are we focused on outward cleanliness instead of inward holiness?  

One last question…  

Jesus teaches throughout his earthly ministry—by word and deed—that the 

greatest commandment is to love God with all of our heart, soul, and mind and 

that the second greatest commandment is to love our neighbor as ourselves. 

(Matthew 22:37-40).  The Pharisees clearly loved their rules more than either of 

these two commandments.  The question for us then becomes: Are there rules 

that we place on others—either moral or petty—that we love more than we love 

the people who break these rules?  Take a few minutes to really consider your 

own personal ordinances.  List them below.  Consider how your laws impede your 

love for your neighbor (or your spouse, or your parents, or your children, or your 

sibling, or your boss, or your teacher, or your friend, or your acquaintance, or your 

enemy).   
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PRAYER 
Prompt—Jeremiah 17:10 
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Day 3:  The Hard Questions 

PERSONAL INVENTORY 

What are some areas of purity that you want to protect or pursue? 

CONSIDER 

Today, we continue with the confronting and uncomfortable examination that we 

began on Day 2.  Yesterday, we looked at accusations that were directed at 

people who appeared religious but were inwardly corrupt.  We studied the 

indictments and asked the Lord to graciously reveal any and all ways that we 

might lean towards those ruinous propensities. 	   

Today, we will continue the process of searching our hearts and asking the Lord 

to reveal their true condition to us.  Perhaps you can’t personally be accused of 

leading someone in the way of a false gospel, or extortion, or exclusivity.  

However, lest that gives us a false sense of security, we must continue the process 

and head into even more personal questions today.  We will spend a good 

portion of today’s study in the Personal Application section, asking the Lord to 

search our hearts and expose our ways to us.  Before we do that, though, we will 

look over a few specific areas in which we desire purity. 

R. T. Kendall talks about three basic types of purity.    

The first type is temperamental purity.  He says of this type, “Purity of heart 

regarding one’s temperament does not refer to ones natural disposition, but 

rather, to controlling the temper.  You cannot always help what you feel, but you 

can control what you say or do” (52).  It should also be mentioned that we can 

take these strong feelings to the Lord in repentance and mourn the places where 

our flesh has undermined the Spirit. 

Look up the following verses and write down how each Scripture passage 

displays temperamental purity. 

Proverbs 29:11 

Colossians 3:8 
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James 1:19-20 

The second type of purity is sexual purity.  Of this type, Kendall says that it 

begins with heart control.  He talks about avoiding any “thought, word, or deed 

that is lustful” (52).  As we seek God, we implore him to fill our thoughts.  We ask 

him to give us his purity regarding the way we see and interact with others. 

     

Write down what the following verses say about sexual purity. 

Romans 13:14  

Colossians 3:3-5 

The last type Kendall describes is financial purity.  Kendall says of this type, 

“Financial integrity begins in the heart, and the safest beginning is to give to God 

here below—which is what Jesus means by laying up treasures in heaven.  If one 

avoids the ‘love of money’ (1 Timothy 6:10), financial purity is manifest.  Not 

money, but the love of money is a matter of the heart” (52, 53).  How we feel 

about money is a telling barometer for how we truly feel about the Lord and the 

things of the kingdom.  

Write down what the following verses say about financial purity.  

Matthew 6:21 

Matthew 6:24  

All three of these areas are common potential pitfalls in the life of the believer.  

Each of these domains quietly pollute and distract the heart from its one true 

affection.  These thoughts regarding these spheres of purity are helpful to pay 

attention to as we turn our attention back to our own hearts.  Because they are 

common, it is safe to think that perhaps we have each struggled with one or 

more of these on a regular basis.  Before moving forward, go back and look over 

the Scriptures listed under each area of purity and put a star next to the verses 

that you most need the Lord to plant in your heart.  As you read back over them, 

ask that God would teach them to you. 
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As we prayerfully consider the indictments from Day 2 and the suggested areas 

of desired purity today, we find ourselves in a position of simply needing to 

approach the Lord and ask him to help us search our hearts once again.  

Elements of flesh creep in and the most prudent response is to once again seek 

the Lord, his truth, and his mercy.  

PERSONAL APPLICATION 

As we really turn this examination upon ourselves, the concept of pure in heart 

might become downright uncomfortable.  D. A. Carson says that, “…this beatitude 

interrogates us with awkward questions” (26).  He then poses a number of 

questions that are listed below.   

As you read through the questions, ask the Lord to highlight areas in your life 

where you need his help and his purity.  Remember that only godly sorrow can 

effect true repentance.  Ask God to give you a receptive and sensitive heart.  

Write down anything you sense that he would want you to know about that 

particular question. 

  

What do you think about when your mind slips into neutral? 

How much sympathy do you have for deception, no matter how skillful? 

For shady humor, no matter how funny?   

To what do you pay consistent allegiance?   

What do you want more than anything else? 

What and whom do you love?   

To what extent are your actions and words accurate reflections of what is in your 
heart? 
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your heart?   

Following these questions, Carson ends by saying, “Our hearts must be pure, 

clean, unstained” (26).  Understanding the Scripture we have looked at along 

with the above questions and statement by Carson should leave us desperate for 

grace.  When we lay holy purity over our hearts, minds, wills, cares, we see how 

completely out of line we are.  We are left to go back to the first and second 

beatitude for hope.  We remember that we are poor in spirit and that only by the 

grace of God we can be saved.   Our very best efforts are pathetic and we mourn 

the ways in which we fail.   

It is in this process of mourning and turning and mourning and turning that little 

by little, the weeds that plague our lives are uprooted.  We have salvation at the 

moment of faith but progressive sanctification and purity grow as we engage in 

this process.  Though we are made positionally pure in Christ by his 

righteousness, we become more situationally pure as we examine ourselves and 

repent. 

PRAYER   

Prompt—Philippians 1:9-11 
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Day 4:  An Undivided Heart 

PERSONAL INVENTORY 
What do you think gets in the way of your own purity? 

CONSIDER 
What we come to see as we move forward in the study of this promise is the 

issue of our hearts.  When we see the call to be pure put before us and when we 

ask searching questions, we see how dreadfully short we fall. 

The predicament is with our divided and entangled hearts.  Our hearts are fickle, 

distracted, shortsighted, selfish, and sinful… and we follow them. And this is the 

world’s best advice for us.  When we don’t know what to do, we should follow the 

least reliable thing that exists?  But the Bible tells us the truth about our hearts.  

What does God’s Word says about the nature of our hearts in the following 

verses: 

Jeremiah 17:9 

Matthew 15:19 

Romans 1:21 

Romans 2:5 

The Bible speaks clearly about what comes of a divided heart.  Throughout the 

Old and New Testaments, our wayward nature is repeatedly addressed.  The Lord 

knows our propensity to stray and repeatedly calls people to lay down their inane 

and lifeless idols and return to him. 

The challenge for most of us is not that we don’t recognize that Jesus is worthy 

of worship.  The issue is that we don’t realize that we simply incorporate him as	  
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one of the many things that we worship.  So often we find that though we say 

that we have given our hearts to Jesus, we have left our affections milling about.  

One of the effects of understanding this beatitude is that, once again, we are 

reminded that our affection for Christ is not to be one of many affections but a 

singular affection, a singular pursuit, a singular obsession. 

Look at these admonitions in Scripture.   

Make a note of what we are cautioned against in each passage: 

1 Kings 18:21 

2 Kings 17:40-41 

Matthew 6:24 

1 Corinthians 10:21 

The Lord repeatedly tells us to choose.  He loves us and made us to be satisfied 

in him alone.  When we recognize our natural inclinations as being divided, 

unreliable, torn in different directions, loving self, and inclined against God, we 

realize that our great need is the Lord himself.  Our response is to ask him to 

bring each of our means of affections (mind, heart, will, strength) together, 

toward him.  Our prayer becomes that of Psalm 86:11-12.  Write the verse down 

here as you ask the Lord to do this work in you. 

Unite my heart—within myself, above my other affections—toward him. 

This is a prayer for a sincere heart, a wholly devoted heart, a captivated heart… all 

for the Lord and his ways.  The heart we are asking for is a sincere heart, free 

from stain or shame (Kendall 52, Stott 49).  It is a converging of affections and 

focus upon the Lord.  There is an active pursuit involved here, an intentional     
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redirecting of our minds, our hearts, our strength, our will. 

Look at Deuteronomy 6:5.  How does this verse say to love the Lord? 

As we consider how one can actually attempt this, we find a number of passages 

that speak about the specifics of what it means to love God with every facet of 

our being. 

Read the following references and note the aspect of person (ie. Heart—) and 
the instruction by which we can love the Lord according to that passage. 

Colossians 3:1-3 

Deuteronomy 4:39 

Colossians 3:17-23 

Those who have sought to do away with whatever distracts them from God, 

those who love God with every facet of their being, those are the ones 

considered pure in heart.  They are honest and their motives are to seek God 

alone.  John Stott describes the pure in heart in this way,  “That is, in his relations 

with both God and man he is free from falsehood.  So the pure in heart are ‘the 

utterly sincere.’  Their whole life, public and private, is transparent before God and 

men.  Their very heart—including their thoughts and motives—is pure, unmixed 

with anything devious, ulterior or base. Hypocrisy and deceit are abhorrent to 

them; they are without guile” (Stott 49). 

Close today’s Consider time by looking at a verse that displays a unified heart.  

Write out Psalm 27:4 as you prayerfully ask God to give you the same affections 

and desires. 
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What are the circumstances/issues/thoughts that divide your heart? 

What does it look like for you personally to love the Lord with all of your heart, 

soul, and mind? 

PRAYER 
Prompt—Jeremiah 32:39-40 
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Day 5:  On Seeing God 

PERSONAL INVENTORY 
What do you think it means to see God? 

CONSIDER 

As we contemplate what it means to see God, we can’t help but be blown away 

by the thought of it.  In Exodus 33:20 when Moses wanted to see God, the Lord 

said that no one can see his face and live.  And yet here, this promise is made.  

This blessing for the pure in heart is given.  Just as we have seen with each of the 

preceding blessings, there is a now, and a not yet element to this promise.  Jesus 

says that the pure in heart will see God.  Certainly they will see him in full when 

he returns, but for the pure in heart, they will also see him in certain ways now. 

Now 

This promise begins now, in this age.  It is the opportunity to get glimpses of 

God… as we work, as we pray, as we interact with our spouses, children, friends, 

and families, as we drive in our cars, as we take out the trash, as we attend 

meetings, weddings, and as we attend funerals.  It is the opportunity to see God 

while struggling and while resting, while waiting, while grieving, while hoping. 

Read Hebrews 12:14. 

Places such as this in Scripture make a clear reference to seeing God.  

Commentaries note that this verse suggests more than just seeing God upon his 

return, but that it seems to convey that he means for us to see him in this life as 

well.    

It is a chance to see, with kingdom eyes, his hand, his heart, 

his presence, and his truth in places that without his Spirit, 

we would have surely missed him.  R. T. Kendall says that, 

“Seeing God, then, is seeing a measure of His glory here on 

earth” (54).  He also says, “I believe that Jesus is promising 

that the pure in heart will see God in a very real and definite 

sense here below—so much so that it would not take faith to 

believe He is before your very eyes” (Kendall 53). 

Kendall goes on to describe seeing God in the following way.  He says, “Having  
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you powerfully in His Word is like seeing God.  Being filled with the Spirit is like 

seeing God.  That is what Jesus is promising.  This experience is indescribable 

and the value incalculable.  And it is so worth waiting for” (54). 

Yet the seeing is only for the pure in heart and so one might argue that to the 

degree that your heart is united to love God with all that you are might be the 

degree to which are able to see him.  Those unfocused, inattentive, unconsumed 

by God stand very much to miss seeing him work in this present age.  Carson 

says of this, “…yet it is also true even now.  Our perception of God and his ways, 

as well as our fellowship with him, depends on our purity of heart.  The Visio Dei— 

what an incentive to purity!” (27).  An incentive is right.  We certainly don’t want 

to miss what he is doing right now.  As we sense him unifying our hearts toward 

him and we perceive our desires and obsessions focused more and more on him, 

we begin to get a greater view of his power and his presence in our everyday 

lives. We are able to see it more fully, more clearly, as it is illuminated for us.   

1 John speaks of walking in the light.  Truly we must walk in the light to actually 

see the power and presence of God.  Walking in darkness, with a divided heart, 

blinds us to the truth and impairs our ability to see the heart and hand of God.  

Read the following passages and explain what the verses say about a heart that 

walks in the light (a heart that has confessed its sin, a unified heart, not desiring 

anything other than God) and a divided heart that walks in darkness (with 

unconfessed sin and blind to the power and presence of God). 

1 John 1:5-10 and 1 John3:2 

	  	  	  

In Full 

The truth is that every single person will one day see God—whether or not they 

were pure in heart.  There will be a last day and a judgment.  God’s presence and 

his glory will fill the earth and will be visible to all people (Kendall 53). 

Read Romans 14:11.  What does this verse say about that day? 
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God will be completely and fully present.  So then why is there a particular 

blessing for the pure in heart?  Because their experience will be different from 

those who did not seek Christ’s righteousness and purity.  Look at how Robert 

Guelich explains the fulfillment of this promise. He says, “Therefore, the promise 

of 5:8 is that the pure in heart will stand before God, in his very presence, 

accepted by him at the last judgment.  The focal point of one’s life, the singleness 

of purpose, the object of one’s loyalty and commitment—namely, God himself 

and his claim upon the individual—reach their ultimate fulfillment by the ultimate 

acceptance into God’s presence” (91). 

John Stott adds the following perspective.  He says, “Only the pure in heart will 

see God, see him now with the eye of faith and see his glory in the hereafter, for 

only the utterly sincere can bear the dazzling vision in whose light the darkness 

of deceit must vanish and by whose fire all shams are burned up” (Stott 49). 

We can’t possibly imagine what this experience will be like.  We can hope for it 

and look forward to it as we continue redirecting our hearts, minds, will, and 

strength heavenward.   

Look at the following verses and describe what we will see when we see God in 

full. 

1 Corinthians 13:12 

Revelation 14:1 

Revelations 21:22-23 

Revelation 22:4 

PERSONAL APPLICATION 
In what ways are you able to see God’s presence and power active right now? 
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more of God’s activity now? 

PRAYER 
Prompt—1 Corinthians 13:12 

WRAP UP THE WEEK 

Re-write the sixth beatitude in your own words. 

Prepare to Discuss 
1.  How do you think Psalm 24 displays the qualities of a pure heart? 

2.  What are the dangers of being a “religious person”? 

3. Three types of purity were discussed on Day 3 with Bible references under 

each type.  Which passage did you find most challenging? 

4. What do you think it looks like to have a “united” heart—as it talks about in 

Psalm 86:11? 
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5.  What do the 1 John passages reveal about how we can see God now?   
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