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Week 10
THE BEATITUDES 

……………………………………………………….





In coming to the last week of this study on the blessings of Christ, we will consider the 

appropriate, faithful response of kingdom living—a response to persecution on account of our 

identity in Christ, and a response to the Beatitudes as a whole.   

Week after week, we have looked at this series of blessings pregnant with hope, desire, and 

vision.  Now we receive a command… a directive coupled with a promise … a word of instruction 

from the Great Promise, Jesus Christ.  Rejoice and be glad.   

Your life bears the fruit of godliness… rejoice.  The stamp of suffering marks your life… be glad.   

Rejoice, righteousness is reaping its reward.  Be glad, your God is up to something.   

He is sharpening your focus… crystallizing your perspective… cultivating kingdom eyes. 

And not only will we look at a faithful response to persecution, but also at our overall response to 

the Beatitudes.  In doing this, we will look beyond these 12 verses to what life looks like in light of 

a deeper understanding of them.   

If we are to be doers of the Word, not just hearers… disciples, and not just the crowd… then we 

must be intentional with what God has revealed to us… with how He has challenged us… with 

how he has grown us.  We must live it.   

Because we believe the blessings of Christ, and because we know He has good for us, we are 

free.  Our grip on things held dear in this life can be just a little bit looser.  We are free to live 

more fully into the kingdom, and we are compelled to love Him more deeply.   

In taking hold of Christ’s perspective, we are allowing His word to transform our minds, our 

hearts, our understanding, and our very lives.   

Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you  
and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account.   

Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven,  
for so they persecuted the prophets who were before you. 

……………………………………………………….
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es Day 1:  Reviled and Rejoicing 

PERSONAL INVENTORY 

How do you think it is possible to genuinely rejoice in the face of persecution? 

CONSIDER 

Last week we looked at what it means to be persecuted for righteousness’ sake.  

In our study, we learned to view persecution through the lens of blessing.  We 

saw how persecution validates the believer and advances the kingdom.  Finally, 

we observed that those who live under persecution are inclined to be more aware 

of the present realities of the kingdom that both has come and is coming. 

In order to review last week more thoroughly, underline and highlight words in 

your Bible that stand out to you.  In your margins, make notes regarding what the 

Lord showed you in Matthew 5:10. 

In this final week of the study, we will be covering two objectives.  For the first 

three days, we will look at verses 11 and 12.  As it was stated last week, many 

scholars believe that Matthew 5:10 gives the last official beatitude—the first and 

the last being bookended by the same promise of the kingdom of heaven.   

Verses 11 and 12, then, are seen as an extension, or an expansion of the last 

beatitude.  We will spend the first part of this week unpacking what Jesus added 

in these last two verses of the section.   

The second objective will be to spend the final two days as more of an overall 

conclusion for the entire study—a “what now,” if you will. 

Getting into today’s study, look back at Matthew 5 and see the last two verses 

listed under “the Beatitudes.” 

11 Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of 

evil against you falsely on my account.  12 Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is 

great in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were before you. 

You may notice how very similar verse 11 is to the verse that we looked at last 

week.  The initial two ideas we pull out are a revisiting of last week’s concepts, 

but with slight amplification.   

The first reappearing concept is when others. . .persecute you.   

The second is on my account.  
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Before we look at those concepts, though, it is important to note 

that there is an intentional change of personal pronouns.  Jesus 

changes from the use of third person pronouns (“those who”) to 

the much more direct and intimate second person “you.”  It’s as 

if the Lord’s eyes have gone right to yours.  These are difficult 

truths, but they are trustworthy, and they are for our good.  He 

knows, he sees, and he says it so that you will know.  There is not 

a circumstance happening at any time, in any space, that the 

Lord isn’t fully aware of and sovereign over. 

Now, look back at the reiterated concepts.  In the first concept, the blessing of 

persecution is restated.  Now, however, it has been broadened to include insults, 

ridicule, and slander.  Whereas a narrow understanding of persecution might just 

allow for physical torture or death, Christ intentionally clarifies a wide perimeter 

of what might be included as persecution.  Christ himself knew the pain, not only 

of physical torment, but of personal insults and offenses as well.     

Read 1 Peter 2:21-24.  What example did Christ leave for us regarding these types 

of circumstances? 

Christ’s example shows us that we too can entrust the Lord with our injuries and 

assaults. 

The second concept, on my account, brings us back to the idea of “for 

righteousness’ sake.”  The primary difference being that the statement is more 

personal now.  His righteousness, our identification with him, his kingdom made 

visible through you… these are causes of persecution and these will bring about 

blessing in the life of the persecuted. 

Beginning in Matthew 5:12, with rejoice, we find an additional exhortation.  Verse 

12 says, “rejoice and be glad”.  This would, at first take, seem to be an impossible 

instruction.  We saw a picture of rejoicing in the midst of persecution last week as 

we looked in Acts at the account of Paul and Silas in prison.  Here, however, we 

see an actual charge to rejoice. 

Read the parallel account in Luke 6:22.  What additional statements are included 

in Luke’s account? 
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Read 1 Peter 4:12-13 (as we did in Week 9, Day 4).  Last week, we looked at this 

passage in light of the revealed glory.  As we reexamine this Scripture, pay 

particular attention to the element of rejoicing.  When and why does it say to 

rejoice? 

It seems as though we can conclude that the more difficult the persecution, the 

more cause for rejoicing both now and when Christ’s full glory is revealed.  How 

then can we get to a place where rejoicing is our response in times of 

persecution? 

Martyn Lloyd-Jones says the believer lives the command to rejoice in three 

progressive states.  The first is that the believer does not retaliate.  The initial 

response must not be to strike back at persecution.  It is the nature of the flesh to 

retaliate and so our first course of action must be self-control and restraint 

(Lloyd-Jones 122).  

The second state of the Christian’s response to persecution is to not resent.  

Whereas the first state challenged the external response of the Christian, this 

second state challenges the heart (Lloyd-Jones 122).   This reaction demands a 

work of the Holy Spirit.  This state requires a humble, repentant, meek, righteous, 

merciful, pure, peacemaking heart.   

The third state in the progression is that the believer must actually rejoice (Lloyd-

Jones 122, 123).  The believer understands life from a kingdom perspective, and 

taking everything into account, is able to see that all things are for their good.  

They are grateful for what the Lord deems best for them and they rejoice to be 

counted as one who is worthy to suffer for Christ’s sake.  Robert Guelich says it 

this way, “One is to celebrate with joy in light of persecution, not because of 

it” (95). 

We apply this perspective on persecution to every degree of trial.  Our response 

to reviling is to rejoice, and our response to even the worst physical and 

emotional realms of suffering is still to rejoice.  With great sensitivity and 

respectfulness, we apply what Scripture says about persecution to even the most 

dreadful scenarios of persecution. 

We must remember that for the persecuted, there is glory that awaits them at the 

end of that path.  For those who die for the sake of Christ, there is only triumph 

and heaven that day.  What looks to be a victory for evil is merely an addition to 

glory.  In the kingdom, it is gain.  The advance is unseen but the forces of evil are 

being overcome even as they destroy, for they can only harm flesh.  The advance 

of heaven is unstoppable and the blood of the martyrs serves only to further the 

Gospel. 
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PERSONAL APPLICATION 

The concept of persecution is framed between “blessing” and “rejoicing.”   

How does the surrounding context inform your perspective on persecution? 

PRAYER 
Prompt—1 Peter 2:21 
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PERSONAL INVENTORY 

Why do you think that we should rejoice if we are treated as the persecuted 

prophets were treated before us? 

CONSIDER 

Yesterday we looked at Matthew 5:11 and the beginning of verse 12.  We saw a bit 

of an expansion on the blessing given in verse 10 for the persecuted.  A new 

directive—to rejoice and be glad—was introduced in verse 12.  The rest of verse 12 

gives two certainties as to why we should follow the Lord’s directive.  The first is 

that our reward is great.  The second is that we become part of a legacy of those 

who have suffered and sacrificed for the sake of Christ. 

Of these two certainties, Robert Guelich says, “One looks forward to the reward 

in heaven; the other looks back to the pattern of suffering by the prophets in 

redemptive history.  Therefore, the suffering is an occasion for rejoicing even now.  

Here we see a clear examples of how the past, present, and future correlate when 

viewed in light of God’s redemptive purposes” (109).   

Today we are focusing primarily on the suffering of the persecuted prophets; 

those who have suffered greatly and possibly even lost their lives for the sake of 

righteousness.  As we consider the persecuted prophets, we keep before us their 

blessing… their identification with Christ, their position as chosen servants.  

D. A. Carson says that those who are persecuted have “aligned themselves with 

the prophets who were persecuted before them, and thereby testify that in every 

age God’s people are under the gun.  Far from being a depressing prospect, their 

suffering under persecution, which has been prompted by their righteousness, 

becomes a triumphant sign that the kingdom is theirs” (30). 
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In Hebrews 11, we find a litany of Old Testament stories of faith… a record of 

faithful people living faithful lives.  Some accounts detail courage and victory 

while some depict suffering and death.  Either way, they tell the same story.  They 

all lived by faith. 

Read Hebrews 11:32-35.  How would you characterize this series of faithful 

activity? 

Now read Hebrews 11:36-38.  What is the nature of this list of faithful activity? 

The key to both types of faithful activity is found in Hebrews 11:13-16.  Here we see 

that those who lived lives of faith had a perspective that included three 

convictions.  Read the verses, and fill in the rest of the statement. 

v. 13a—They saw (believed) ____________________________________________ 

v. 13b—They acknowledged ____________________________________________  

v. 16—They desired ___________________________________________________ 

As we see at the end of Hebrews 11, we wait together with the prophets of old, for 

the return of Christ and the for the kingdom to come in full.  We share the same 

redemptive history and we eagerly wait for the same Lord.  We are a part of their 

narrative and they are a part of ours. 

As we continue reading into chapter 12, we see the call to run as the prophets 

ran… faithfully and courageously. 

Read Hebrews 12:1.  What are we called to do? 

In our calling, we can cast off anything that would keep us from running well—

including fear of suffering, discouragement, and sin.  We are free to run 

uninhibited by earthly concerns.  We are fortified by the faith of those who have 

gone before us and we are encouraged by the faith of those surrounding us. 
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striving, laboring, and many, suffering, for the sake of the Gospel.  They are our 

family. They are co-laborers who are working to advance the gospel even in 

persecution… especially in persecution. 

As we run, we remember our brothers and sisters who are persecuted all around 

the world as well as those who are persecuted right in our own neighborhoods.  
We seek the Lord on their behalf.  We remember that faithful living can have 

different seasons of suffering and different degrees of persecution.  We rally with 

them.  We pray for them as we are united with them in heart, in cause, and in 

Christ. 

We will spend the remainder of today’s study praying for those who at this very 

moment are heavy with glory and heavy with the privilege of being identified 

with Christ.  They are advancing the Gospel in their suffering, and as we run we 

come alongside of them in prayer, affection, and concern. 

Pray for those who live by faith… 
…in areas of the world that are hostile to Christians 

…as they testify to faith in Jesus Christ at the cost of their lives 

…as pilgrims for the sake of Christ’s glory, subject to the land they have moved 
into 

…in western Civilization—where it is acceptable and admired to be religious, but 

offensive to be Christlike  
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…in families who have turned their backs on them because they have chosen the 

way of Christ 

…who stay in hostile work conditions so that the love and righteousness of Christ 

might be demonstrated to those that they work with 

…in physical bondage for their faith in Jesus Christ 

…by going into dangerous places, risking their own lives, so that the gospel might 

be proclaimed 

…and are displaced, living in a camp, or on a mountain or in a wilderness because 

they will not deny Jesus Christ 

…under a government that forbids faith in Christ 
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righteousness and grace of the gospel of Jesus Christ 

…that you know, that you love, that you’ve specifically heard about who are 

suffering for the sake of the Gospel 

…for yourself as you move forward in faith 

PERSONAL APPLICATION 

How does a perspective that includes faithful believers from the past and faithful 

believers in the present, all moving in the same direction in redemptive history, 

encourage you in the faith? 

How does it affect your view of persecution? 

PRAYER 
Prompt—Hebrews 12:1-2 
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Day 3:  Great is Your Reward 

PERSONAL INVENTORY 

Why do you think Christ talks about a reward? 

CONSIDER 
This week, we have been closing down the study on the Beatitudes with what it 

looks like to rejoice.  We have looked at what it is to rejoice because you have 

been counted as righteous, because you have joined with those before you who 

have suffered on account of their faith, and today, because of all that you will 

receive. 

With that, we pick up with where we left off on Day 2—Hebrews 12:1. 

With Christ before us, and such a rich legacy behind us, we are free to run ahead 

unhindered by fear or anything else. 

Read 1 Corinthians 9:24-27.  How should we run? 

What do we receive?  

What does it take to run well? 

Great is your reward on earth 

A reward on earth is familiar for the believer—both in concept and experience.  

We sense fulfillment and reward in greater fullness, even now, as we live into the 

riches of the Gospel.  We trust this to be especially true for those who experience 

persecution.  Two of the rewards that the persecuted will experience on earth are 

dependence upon Christ and strength in Christ. 
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Read 2 Corinthians 1:8-11.  Note the way this passage (specifically verse 9) 

demonstrates how persecution facilitates a growing dependence on the Lord. 

Read 2 Corinthians 12:10.  Note what the persecuted gain as they experience 

weakness, insults, hardships, and persecution.  

Great is your reward in heaven 

Much less familiar than spiritual reward on earth is what it means to have a 

heavenly reward.  In thinking about this, we must first recognize the greatest 

reward to be God himself.  He alone is all we can ever hope for or desire.  We also 

see in Scripture, however, the allusion to heavenly reward. 

On the subject of heavenly reward, Wayne Grudem says that the “judgment of 

believers will be a judgment to evaluate and bestow various degrees of 

reward” (1144).  He later goes on to say, after emphasizing that there is no 

condemnation for the believer (Romans 8:1), that “the day of judgment can be 

portrayed as one in which believers are rewarded and unbelievers are 

punished” (1144).  John MacArthur also explains the idea of heavenly reward.  He 

says that, “The Lord’s reward for all His faithful followers are varied and 

wonderful, and all of them are imperishable (1 Cor. 9:25)” (85).   

We see in multiple verses a reference to heavenly reward.  Look at the following 

two references and note what the passages say about reward. 

Matthew 16:27 

2 Timothy 4:7-8 

Regardless of what we can understand now, we know with full assurance that 

every ounce of suffering or struggle in the name of Christ will be worth it.  
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Our earthly minds cannot possibly comprehend the  

heavenly glory and grandeur that we will one day  

experience.  Martyn Lloyd-Jones says that we can be  

sure that heaven is filled with, “unmixed joy, and glory,  

and holiness, and purity and wonder!  That is what is  

awaiting us” (127). 

We are meant to be motivated by what is in store for us.  Remember Christ, who 

for the joy set before him, endured (Hebrews 12:2).  We, too, with joy set before 

us, can endure.  What we look forward to informs our perspective on what is 

currently happening.  As stated in Romans 8, we consider that the sufferings of 

this present time are not worth comparing with the glory that is to be revealed to 

us.  

Martyn Lloyd-Jones says, “my whole outlook upon everything that happens to me 

should be governed by these three things: my realization of who I am, my 

consciousness of where I am going, and my knowledge of what awaits me when I 

get there” (125).  The blessing of the Beatitudes, and the persecution that results 

from living into them, is that they bring these three things sharply into focus: my 

identity, my eternity, and my awareness of all that it holds. 

Think back through what it means to be blessed according to the Beatitudes:  

 Not independent and sufficient, but pitiful and desperate.   

 Not cavalier and calloused, but mournful and contrite.   

 Not vindicated and strong, but empty and content.   

 Not gratified and satiated, but hungry and eager.   

 Not carefree, but indebted and compelled.   

 Not distracted and apathetic, but whole-heartedly devoted.   

 Not harmonious, but reconciled.   

 Not comfortable, but mocked and reviled.   

 Not deluded and distracted, but fixated, immersed, absorbed in the ways 

 of God and the longing for the kingdom come.  

Reflect on each blessing.  Each situation puts us in greater need of the Father.  

Each blessing gives us more insight into the life we’ve been given and the future 

we are headed for.  The final blessing leaves us in a place of single focus.  Blessed 

are we when we quite literally have nowhere else to turn or even look.  Our minds 

and hearts become filled with all that they were designed for and our eyes, more 

and more, see the kingdom of heaven.  In light of all of that, how could we not 

find it in our hearts to rejoice? 
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PERSONAL APPLICATION 
Why do you think that the New Testament mentions heavenly reward as often as 

it does? 

How can the idea of heavenly reward in the future be a healthy part of 
faithfulness today? 

PRAYER 
Prompt—Matthew 6:20 
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Day 4:  As We Read the Word 

PERSONAL INVENTORY 

How do you think the beatitudes could broaden your understanding as you read 
Scripture? 

CONSIDER 

For the first part of this week, we looked at the final verses in the passage on the 

Beatitudes.  These last two days of the week, we will consider what we do with 

what we have studied over the course of the past 10 weeks. 

If we really are to “see life through the blessings of Christ,” we must examine how 

these blessings affect our lives.  We recognize that they are not disconnected 

from our everyday living, but that they can actually influence or heighten our 

understanding and perspective.  What we have studied can shape the way we 

read scripture and most certainly should affect the way we now live.     

Today, we will focus on how the Beatitudes can broaden our understanding as we 

read scripture.  Understanding that the New Testament was written from a 

kingdom perspective, we should be able to trace common themes and threads 

throughout Scripture.  Today we will practice making these connections as we 

walk through two New Testament passages. 

In the following two passages, look at each of the verses and identify if any of the 

beatitudes bring deeper understanding to that particular concept.  You may not 

make connections for each verse, or for some you may make several.  Just make 

a note when you see a connection and note which aspect of the beatitude(s) it 

touches on. 

One example has been given in the blanks provided to help you see what this 

exercise could like look.  
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Here are the beatitudes: 
        
B1   Blessed are the poor in spirit,  
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven 
B2  Blessed are those who mourn,  
for they shall be comforted. 
B3  Blessed are the meek,  
for they shall inherit the earth. 
B4  Blessed are those who hunger 
and thirst for righteousness,  
for they shall be satisfied. 

Ephesians 4:17-32 
The New Life 
17Now this I say and testify in the Lord, that you must no 

longer walk as the Gentiles do, in the futility of their 

minds. 18They are darkened in their understanding 

alienated from the life of God because of the ignorance 

that is in them, due to  their hardness of heart. 

19They have become callous and have given themselves 

up to sensuality, greedy to practice every kind of 

impurity.  20But that is not the way you  learned Christ!—
21  assuming that  you have heard about him and  were 

taught in him, as the truth is in Jesus, 22 to put off your 

old self which belongs to your former manner of life and 

is corrupt through deceitful desires, 23 and to be renewed 

in the spirit of your minds,  24  and to put on  the new 

self,  created after the likeness of God in true 

righteousness and holiness. 25Therefore, having put away 

falsehood, let each one of you  speak the truth with his 

neighbor, for we are members one of another. 26Be angry 

and do not sin; do not let the sun go down on your 

anger,  27and give no opportunity to the devil.  28Let the 

thief no longer steal, but rather  let him labor,  doing 

honest work with his own hands, so  that he may have 

something to share with anyone in need.  29Let no 

corrupting talk come out of your mouths, but only such 

as is good for building up, as fits the occasion, that it 

may give grace to those who hear.  30And do not grieve 

the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the 

day of  redemption.  31Let all bitterness and wrath and 

anger and clamor and slander be put away from you, 

along with all malice. 32Be kind to one another, 

tenderhearted,  forgiving one another, as God in Christ 

forgave you. 
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v. 17 - B4 - to no longer walk as one who pursues  

emptiness and worldliness, but to be one who pursues  

righteousness.  B7 - rather than having an empty and  

distracted mind, have a mind (heart and soul) that is  

unified and set on Christ. 

B5  Blessed are the merciful,  
for they shall receive mercy. 
B6  Blessed are the pure in heart,  
for they shall see God. 
B7  Blessed are the peacemakers,  
for they shall be called sons of God. 
B8  Blessed are those who are 
persecuted for righteousness' sake, 
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 



B1   Blessed are the poor in spirit,  
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven 
B2  Blessed are those who mourn,  
for they shall be comforted. 
B3  Blessed are the meek,  
for they shall inherit the earth. 
B4  Blessed are those who hunger 
and thirst for righteousness,  
for they shall be satisfied. 

Romans 8 
Life in the Spirit 
There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in 

Christ Jesus. 2For the law of the Spirit of life has set you free 

in Christ Jesus from the law of sin and death. 3For God has 

done what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do. By 

sending his own Son  in the likeness of sinful flesh and  for 

sin,  he condemned sin in the flesh,  4in order that  the 

righteous requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who 

walk not according to the flesh but according to the 

Spirit.  5For  those who live according to the flesh set their 

minds on  the things of the flesh, but those who live 

according to the Spirit set their minds on  the things of the 

Spirit. 6For to set  the mind on the flesh is death, but to set 

the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. 7For the mind that is 

set on the flesh is hostile to God, for it does not submit to 

God's law;  indeed, it cannot.  8Those who are in the flesh 

cannot please God. 9You, however, are not in the flesh but in 

the Spirit, if in fact  the Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone 

who does not have  the Spirit of Christ does not belong to 

him.  10But if Christ is in you, although the body is dead 

because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. 11If 

the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in 

you, he who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will also give 

life to your mortal bodies  through his Spirit who dwells in 

you. 

Heirs with Christ 
12So then, brothers, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live 

according to the flesh. 13For if you live according to the flesh 

you will die, but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of 

the body, you will live.  14For all who are  led by the Spirit of 

God are sons of God. 15For you did not receive  the spirit of 

slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received the Spirit 

of adoption as sons, by whom we cry, “Abba! Father!”. . .   

                                                        cont. on next page 

B5  Blessed are the merciful,  
for they shall receive mercy. 
B6  Blessed are the pure in heart,  
for they shall see God. 
B7  Blessed are the peacemakers,  
for they shall be called sons of God. 
B8  Blessed are those who are 
persecuted for righteousness' sake, 
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
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Romans 8 (cont.) 

16The Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit that we 

are children of God,  17and if children, then heirs—heirs of 

God and fellow heirs with Christ, provided we suffer with 

him in order that we may also be glorified with him. 

Future Glory 
18For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are 

not worth comparing with the glory that is to be revealed 

to us.  19For the creation waits with eager longing for  the 

revealing of the sons of God. 20For the creation  was 

subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of him who 

subjected it, in hope  21that  the creation itself will be set 

free from its bondage to corruption and obtain the 

freedom of the glory of the children of God.  22For we 

know that the whole creation has been groaning together 

in the pains of childbirth until now.  23And not only the 

creation, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the 

Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for adoption as 

sons, the redemption of our bodies. 24For  in this hope we 

were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who 

hopes for what he sees? 25But if we hope for what we do 

not see, we wait for it with patience. 

26Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness. For we do 

not know what to pray for as we ought, but  the Spirit 

himself intercedes for us with groanings too deep for 

words. 27And he who searches hearts knows what is  the 

mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the 

saints according to the will of God.  28And we know that 

for those who love God all things work together for good, 

for  those who are called according to his purpose. 29For 

those whom he foreknew he also  predestined  to be 

conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might 

be the firstborn among many brothers. 30And those whom 

he predestined he also called, and those whom he called 

he also  justified, and those whom he justified he 

also glorified. . . . 

cont. on next page 

B5  Blessed are the merciful,  
for they shall receive mercy. 
B6  Blessed are the pure in heart,  
for they shall see God. 
B7  Blessed are the peacemakers,  
for they shall be called sons of God. 
B8  Blessed are those who are 
persecuted for righteousness' sake, 
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
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Romans 8 (cont.) 
God’s Everlasting Love 

31What then shall we say to these things?  If God is for us, 

who can be against us? 32He who did not spare his own Son 

but gave him up for us all, how will he not also with him 

graciously give us all things? 33Who shall bring any charge 

against God's elect?  It is God who justifies.  34Who is to 

condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who died—more than 

that, who was raised—who is at the right hand of God, who 

indeed is interceding for us. 35Who shall separate us from 

the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or  

persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or danger, or sword? 

sword? 36As it is written, 

“For your sake we are being killed all the day long; 
  we are regarded as sheep to be slaughtered.” 

37No, in all these things we are more than  conquerors 

through  him who loved us.  38For I am sure that neither 

death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor 

things to come, nor powers,  39nor height nor depth, nor 

anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us 

from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

B5  Blessed are the merciful,  
for they shall receive mercy. 
B6  Blessed are the pure in heart,  
for they shall see God. 
B7  Blessed are the peacemakers,  
for they shall be called sons of God. 
B8  Blessed are those who are 
persecuted for righteousness' sake, 
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

B1   Blessed are the poor in spirit,  
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven 
B2  Blessed are those who mourn,  
for they shall be comforted. 
B3  Blessed are the meek,  
for they shall inherit the earth. 
B4  Blessed are those who hunger 
and thirst for righteousness,  
for they shall be satisfied.

PERSONAL APPLICATION 
How does laying the Beatitudes over other scriptures affect the way you read that 
scripture? 
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es From this exercise, what stood out in Ephesians 4:17-32? 

From this exercise, what stood out in Romans 8? 

PRAYER 
Prompt—Ephesians 1:17-18 
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Day 5:  As You Go 

PERSONAL INVENTORY 

How do you think that the Beatitudes can affect the way that you live your life? 

CONSIDER/PERSONAL APPLICATION 

On Day 4, we looked at how an understanding of the Beatitudes can enhance the 

way we read scripture.   The last step in our conclusion process is to look at the 

way the Beatitudes shape the way we love God, love others, and live our lives.  

Because these blessings are a grand picture of the ways of the kingdom, studying 

them should grow our affection for the Lord, cultivate love for others, and 

envision us for how we can live more into the kingdom of heaven. 

Love More Deeply     

As we look at a passage that calls us to love God with all that we are, we 

recognize that the Beatitudes should intensify our affection for him and our 

devotion to him. 

Look back over the blessings and consider how they affect your view of the Lord.   
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B1   Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven 

B2  Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted. 

B3  Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth. 

B4  Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they  

       shall be satisfied. 

B5  Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy. 

B6  Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God. 

B7  Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God. 

B8  Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness' sake, for theirs 

       is the kingdom of heaven. 
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es Recall how we’re called to love the Lord by reading Matthew 22:36-38. 

How does an understanding of the Beatitudes impact your love, devotion, 

appreciation, and reverence for the Lord? 

Continue by reading Matthew 22:39 and see how we are called to love others.  

How does an understanding of the Beatitudes help you to love others in greater, 

deeper, more faithful ways? 

Live More Fully  

As we look at a passage regarding the new life we have in Christ, we aspire to see 

how an understanding of the Beatitudes helps us to live more into that life. 

Again, here are the blessings: 

B1   Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven 

B2  Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted. 

B3  Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth. 

B4  Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they  

       shall be satisfied. 

B5  Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy. 

B6  Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God. 

B7  Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God. 

B8  Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness' sake, for theirs 

       is the kingdom of heaven. 
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Look at one description of our new life in Christ found in Colossians 3:1-17. 

Read 3:1-4.  How does a deeper understanding of the Beatitudes help you to seek 

the things above? 

Read 3:5-11.  How does a deeper understanding of the Beatitudes help you to put 

to death what is earthly in you? 

Read 3:12-14.  How does a deeper understanding of the Beatitudes help you to 

put on godliness? 

Read 3:15-16.  How does a deeper understanding of the Beatitudes help you to let 

the peace of Christ rule in your heart? 

Read 3:17.  How does a deeper understanding of the Beatitudes help you to do 

everything in the name of the Lord Jesus? 
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on the Mount continues into how one is to actually live their life.  The Sermon is 

filled with metaphors and examples of what it looks like to live kingdom lives with 

kingdom perspective.  The Sermon goes on to address practical issues such as 

anger, divorce, anxiety, money, and prayer.  On each subject, Christ shows the 

profound and paradoxical nature of kingdom living.   

Romans 12:2 says “Do not be conformed to this world (the NIV says the “pattern 

of this world”), but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing 

you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and 

perfect.”   

The patterns of this world are quite different from the blessings of Jesus.  As we 

have spent the past 10 weeks looking at the counter-intuitive ways of the 

kingdom, we recognize that the contrast is stark.  Never would our flesh happen 

upon these blessings and never would our hearts engage with them without the 

Holy Spirit.    

As we see, with greater understanding, the ways of the Lord and his kingdom, our 

hearts are changed… our minds are changed,… we are changed.  It says in  

2 Corinthians 3:18, “And we all, with unveiled face, beholding the glory of the 

Lord, are being transformed into the same image from one degree of glory to 

another.  For this comes from the Lord who is the Spirit.”  As he reveals himself 

and his ways to us, we are altered in understanding and perspective.  

The prayer is that as we have grown higher in understanding, we have grown 

deeper in Christ… that we might be an ever-maturing people that is less and less 

satisfied with hollow and temporal comfort and happiness.  May we be a faithful 

people, with humble hearts that are ready to embrace true blessing.  A people 

that is longing, with greater urgency, for substantial and eternal satisfaction in 

Christ alone. That we might be a people with minds set on eternity and hearts 

filled with hope and expectation.  A people with lives lived deep and abundantly 

and eyes fixed fully on the kingdom come. 

PRAYER 
Prompt—Hebrews 13:20-21 
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WRAP UP THE WEEK 

Prepare to Discuss 

1)  How does the exhortation to “rejoice and be glad” influence your perspective 
on persecution? 

2)  In what ways does reading Hebrews 11-12:1 motivate you to live a faithful life? 

3)  Though we understand that human minds and language can’t come close to 

capturing what heaven will be like, list out what anything that you already 

understand to be a heavenly reward. 

4)  How does an understanding of the beatitudes affect the way you read 

scripture? 

5)  How can an understanding of the beatitudes affect the way you live your life? 

LOOKING BACK 
Look back at the questions in the intro to this study (pg. iii).  Where have you 

seen the activity of God in your life over these past 10 weeks? 

Additional Works Cited 

The MacArthur New Testament Commentary.  1 Corinthians.  John MacArthur.  

 Chicago: Moody Press, 1984. Print. 
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