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Seeing is believing. Or so they say. But what if what we see is not what God sees? 

What if the lens we have been viewing our lives and the world through is distorted, 

smudged, or the wrong lens altogether?  We need the right perspective, but not 

just any perspective.  We need God’s perspective… a perspective that shows us our 

need and corrects our faulty ways of viewing life.   This is a study on the 

Beatitudes, a unique perspective given by Christ that will help us see the world the 

way that God sees the world, with “kingdom eyes.”   The Beatitudes mark the 

beginning of a much larger text- the Sermon on the Mount.  Though they are part 

of the same work, this study will focus entirely on the first 11 verses of the Sermon.   

   

The first week of our study on the Beatitudes will be focused on examining the 

background leading up to the Sermon on the Mount.  We will be taking the first 

verse of chapter 5 and hitting pause.  From Matthew 5:1, we will attempt to gain a 

panoramic view of the setting and context, thus creating a framework in which to 

understand the rich, profound, and beautiful Beatitudes. 

For the first 5 days, we will look at the setting from 5 different angles.  We will look 

at The Christ, The Audience, The Mountain, The Larger Story, and The Kingdom of 

Heaven.   

After we have spent a week establishing the setting, we will move  
into the actual Beatitudes.  
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Understanding the Daily Process 

We will begin each study with a “Personal Inventory.”  This is not a place for 

accurate, churchy answers, but a time where we can take inventory of what we 

actually believe, feel, and think.  This is a place to unearth honesty.  The purpose 

of this exercise is three-fold:  

  

1) To see what we actually believe.  Sometimes we believe things that we don’t 

even realize are beliefs.  When we write them down, we are able to process them.  

We are able to evaluate whether they are correct, helpful, and based on the Word 

of God. 

2) To begin generating thoughts on which to attach knowledge… like a primer. 

3) To reveal places that we need the Lord to speak to us in that day’s study.  By 

approaching the Lord with honesty, we can prayerfully ask that He would address 

our concerns, doubts, and circumstances.   

The inventories may serve different purposes on different days, but try to really 

engage with them.  They create a space in your mind and heart to personally 

apply the Scripture that you will study that day. 

Each day will also cover “Consider,” “Personal Application,” and “Prayer” 

segments.  Following the “Personal Inventory” time, we will move into the 

“Consider” section.  This is where we will spend time really studying what the 

word of God says — as well as look at what some reputable commentators have 

to say on the Scriptures.  The “Personal Application” section will challenge you to 

look at how the Scripture is relevant in your current circumstances.   

We will end each day with “Prayer,” using Scripture and study to seek the Lord.  

There will be a “Prompt.”  The prompt will be a scripture that was either 

discussed during the day’s study, or one that enriches the day’s study.  There is a 

great deal of freedom in how you approach the prayer time.  You may choose to 

ask the Lord to help you to live deeper into the specific truth discussed in that 

particular Scripture.  You may simply ask the Lord to help you better understand 

what he has for you regarding that text.  The primary purpose of this time is to 

use the Scripture provided to ask the Lord to take you deeper in understanding 

and relationship with Him as you look at the topic at hand. 
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Following Week 1, Day 5 of each week will be intentionally shorter.  This will leave 

time to wrap up the week.  This last section on Day 5 will include 2 steps. 

The first step will be re-writing that week’s beatitude in your own words.  This 

process should take a little time as you think through what you have come to 

understand about the beatitude.   

The second step will be “Prepare to Discuss.”  This process will allow you to see a 

bit of a culmination of the truths and insights that the Lord has given you during 

that week.  It will also prepare you for group discussion. 

Before you begin this study, document where you are right now. 

What are you trusting God for right now in life?    

How are you praying to see God come through? 
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