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Week 8
THE BEATITUDES 
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Peace is a most sought after commodity.  And peacemakers are a most gracious people.   

Both in the Church and outside of it, men, women, and children seek peace for themselves and 

desire to make peace for others.  But is the peace the world desires and the peacemaking it 

seeks the same type of peace and peacemaking that God promises to give and develop in his 

children? 

This week we will spend time looking at how the Lord is the Great Peacemaker… how he is the 

initiator of peace with his children and how he is the sustainer of peace in the hearts and 

minds of those who are his.   

This peace is most certainly not of this world, but it comes from Christ alone for those in this 

world. 

In looking at our Savior’s seventh beatitude, we will see how costly heavenly peace was and is, 

and we will look at the kind of peace that only Jesus gives.   

Planned by God before the foundations of the world so his sons and daughters might live in it 

forever!  His is a peace that enables the children of God to behold the coming kingdom from 

where we stand… a peace that has granted us full relationship with the Father… a peace that 

affords us complete access to all that belongs to him… a peace that enables us to realize his 

powerful presence with an ever-growing capacity. 

In celebrating the peace we’ve been given, we will consider as well the natural byproduct of 

this right relationship with God… peace with others.  We will see that just as it came at great 

cost to our Savior, peace with our fellow man will cost us as well.  Humility in hardship… Hope 

through uncertainty… Trust in the midst of pain… Endurance despite circumstances. 

This is the path for Christ’s people.  Oneness with God and oneness with each other—a road 

less traveled, but for the children of God, a journey abounding with the riches of our Father’s 

kingdom. 

Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called the children of God…
……………………………………………………….
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Day 1:  To Make Peace 

PERSONAL INVENTORY 

What do you think it means to be a peacemaker? 

CONSIDER 

Last week we looked at what it means to be pure in heart.  We found that to be 

pure in heart, the sin in our hearts must be properly mourned, repented of, and 

forgiven.  As we have an honest and clear understanding of our own sinful nature, 

the Lord not only gives us his righteousness and purity, but we also begin to live 

into our purity.  This purity is a purity of heart, not a purity of behavior or 

appearance.  It goes beyond the surface and is far deeper than rules, rituals, or 

religious activities. 

To more fully review the last beatitude, look in your Bible at Matthew 5:8.  

Underline important words and make notes in your margins about anything that 

the Lord showed you last week.  

This week we are looking at the seventh beatitude which is found in Matthew 5:9. 

Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called the children of God. 

What a title.  To be identified with God, as in bearing resemblance to the holy, 

and Almighty Creator… the God of the Universe.  This is the profound insignia 

upon the peacemaker. 

What does it mean to be a peacemaker? 

In order to effectively understand the role of peacemaker, we must first 

understand the biblical concept of peace.  As we go through this week, we will 

see that often times when Scripture speaks of peace, it is talking about the 

condition of being reconciled to God.  This reconciliation with God provides a 

wholeness and rest within us, and a harmony with others through Jesus Christ. 

Read 2 Thessalonians 3:16.  How is the Lord described here? 
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We have our own thoughts of what peace is supposed to look like.  Our ideas on 

peace, however, might vary from this biblical concept of peace.  Jesus, the Lord 

of peace, even addresses that in John 14:27.   

What does he say that might lead you to believe his peace is different… better… 

grander than what we may understand peace to mean? 

Contrary to what first comes to mind, a peacemaker is not simply a person who 

tries to bring opposing parties together.  It isn’t someone who just helps people 

get along, and it isn’t someone who doesn’t ruffle anyone’s feathers.  

A peacemaker is someone who goes out of their way for the sake of peace and 

may sometimes even have to fight for that peace.  Robert Guelich describes a 

peacemaker as one who is “actively at work making peace, bringing about 

wholeness and well-being, among the alienated” (107).  He later goes on to say 

that peacemaking is to “engage actively in bringing God’s redemptive purposes 

to bear in all of our broken society.  The process may be diverse, even involving 

conflict at times… but it is concomitant with sonship for each individual” (107).  

It’s interesting to note that in the process of making peace, it might be that a 

stillness must be disturbed first.  The path to peace is not always pacifism and 

harmony.  Sometimes the path to peace is agitating and uncomfortable. 

What we can see already is that a peacemaker is willing to do what has to be 

done in order to pursue peace.  Martyn Lloyd-Jones describes the peacemaker as 

a person characterized by three things.  He says that first, a peacemaker is “a 

man who is ready to humble himself” (106).   Secondly, a peacemaker is someone 

who is “ready to do anything and everything in order that the glory of God may 

be promoted” (106).  He is so committed to this that he is willing to do anything 

it takes to have the glory of God be seen by others.  The third mark of a 

peacemaker is that he is “even prepared to suffer wrong and injustice in order 

that peace may be produced and God’s glory magnified” (106).  We will take 

some time today to expound on these three markers, as they will set a framework 

for the rest of the week. 

Peacemakers are Humble  

Peacemakers have an accurate understanding of themselves.  They 

know that what is paramount is God, not themselves.  They have 

become a person who is not always looking to see how 

circumstances will affect them.  They are not even worried about 

how things will affect them.  The peacemaker has a deflated ego 

                      179 

Peacemakers have 
an accurate 

understanding of 
themselves. They 
know that what is 
paramount is God, 

not themselves.



W
ee

k 
8:

  T
he

 B
ea

tit
ud

es

that is not sensitive or seeking.  They have come to be able to eliminate the 

element of self (Lloyd-Jones 106).  The peacemaker has become other.  They 

have a heart that pursues purity, a heart that has repented and turned from envy 

and strife.  They have been filled with Christ’s righteousness and long to know it 

more deeply.  They are well acquainted with their old nature and have come to 

despise it.  The peacemaker craves the new nature and desires to be completely 

out of the way to make room for righteousness and peace (Lloyd-Jones 106). 

Peacemakers are Ready to do Whatever is Necessary 

The second mark Lloyd-Jones mentions is a willingness to do anything and 

everything to see God’s glory put on display.  This means that a peacemaker is 

not inclined to take the path of least resistance, but rather that they are willing to 

do what they must do to see peace be realized.  They are not content to wish for 

peace but they are compelled to go after it.  Lloyd-Jones explains this idea in the 

following way, “Passively, we can say that he is peaceable, for a quarrelsome 

person cannot be a peacemaker.  Then, actively, this person must be pacific, he 

must become one who makes peace actively.  He is not content to ‘let sleeping 

dogs lie,’ he is not concerned about maintaining the status quo.  He desires 

peace, and he does all he can to produce peace and to maintain it” (104).	  

Peacemakers are Prepared to Suffer for Peace 

The last mark mentioned is a willingness to suffer (106).  The peacemaker is 

willing to go to the farthest lengths possible to see true peace realized, even if it 

costs them significantly.  They have elevated God’s glory and his agenda above 

any price they may pay.  The peacemaker is resigned to do whatever must be 

done to see peace come to fruition. 

Look at the following verses.  These are just a few examples of what Scripture 

says about what it specifically looks like to pursue peace.   Write down how these 

passages lead us to strive for peace: 

Psalm 34:14 

Romans 14:13-19  

Hebrews 12:12-15 

How does it fit into the sequence? 
True peacemaking can only be practiced from the place of a pure heart.  As we  
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saw in Week 7, the selfish and biased condition of our hearts must be realized 

and repented of.  Only then can a person enter into the pursuit of peace from an 

unbiased position that truly strives only for the Lord’s glory.  Look at how R. T. 

Kendall explains the progression from purity of heart to peacemaking, “Those 

who attain to purity of heart want one thing: more of God.  The promise is, they 

will see His glory and see Him work.  Those with pure hearts may be best 

qualified to be peacemakers—bringing enemies together, healing marriages and 

families, getting people to speak to each other and, just maybe, bringing peace 

where no one dreamed” (55). 

He later goes on to explain how purity of heart helps the peacemaker become 

more objective.  He says of this, “A high level of maturity, such as purity of heart, 

means you will have some objectivity about yourself.  You will be able to stand 

apart from yourself, to objectively judge yourself.  You will not be especially 

biased for yourself, but will be biased for the truth.  You are more likely to see 

yourself as others see you, and as God sees you.  Peacemaking, therefore, follows 

purity in heart, giving you a wider perspective” (Kendall 56). 

As it Possibly Flows Out of Righteousness 

If we can recall Daniel Doriani’s progression graph from Week 5 (pg.113), we 

might remember that there is a thought—just as it was true of the fifth and sixth 

beatitudes—that peacemaking flows out of righteousness.  As it did with mercy 

and purity, peacemaking displays as a result of being filled with righteousness.    

For a peacemaker, the glory of God is the primary concern.  They hunger and 

thirst to see the world as it should be.  This desire leaves no room for the 

question of how the world can cater to their own selfish flesh, but rather, the 

righteous person loathes the selfish flesh and desires to see the world at true 

peace with it’s Creator.  Because the peacemaker has been filled with Christ’s 

righteousness, they long to see peace between God and mankind and peace 

between individuals (Lloyd-Jones 105).        

As it Possibly Connects to Meekness 

There is also the thought that this seventh beatitude correlates to the third 

beatitude—as Daniel Doriani’s second graphic displayed in Week 6 (pg.131).  A 

true peacemaker is one who has become meek.  It is a person who has become 

free from self-interests and self-concerns (Lloyd-Jones 105).  They must be free 

of self so that they might be able to have a kingdom perspective.  They have a 

perspective that does not concern itself with their own sensitivities and 

insecurities… a perspective that looks to God alone for his ways and his 

righteousness.  That is the perspective by which peace can be realized—inasmuch 

as it can be realized in this realm.  
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Not only that, but one can’t help but notice the connections in the given 

blessings—both have to do with being children of God.  For the meek, they are 

promised to inherit the earth.  Inheritance is the right of a son or daughter.  

Peacemakers are also given a promise of that kind and that is the nature of the 

Father and identification with him as his children.  What we can see in this 

correlation is the promise that if we will empty ourselves and look to him, we will 

never get over how good he is to us.  His kindness, as a good and perfect Father, 

will overwhelm us for eternity. 

PERSONAL APPLICATION 

How is biblical peacemaking different from how you might have personally 

defined it? 

Are there tensions or conflicts in your life that you can look at slightly differently 

with a biblical understanding of peacemaking? 

PRAYER 
Prompt—Romans 14:19 
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Day 2:  God as Supreme Peacemaker 

PERSONAL INVENTORY 

How do you think it is that God is a peacemaker? 

CONSIDER 

Yesterday, we looked at what it means to be a peacemaker and how this 

beatitude fits into the series of blessings.  We found that peacemakers are 

humble. They are willing to do whatever is necessary to see God’s glory displayed 

and they are even prepared to suffer in order to see peace realized.    

With those three attributes in mind, today we will be looking at how we can see 

God as the supreme peacemaker.  As he demonstrates peace to us in his 

redemptive narrative, we learn what true peacemaking looks like.   

We begin today by recognizing that, if we are in Christ, we have peace with God.   

First, let’s look at Romans to see the state of our relationship with God. 

Read Romans 5:1-2.  What have we attained by faith and through Christ? 

Now read Romans 5:6-11.  How have we come to have peace with God? 

In order to truly appreciate this concept, it is beneficial to look back at what the 

process has been by which peace with God has been accomplished.  If we look 

specifically at verses 9 and 10, we can see principle themes of Scripture stand out

—specifically justification, the significance of blood, atonement, and 

reconciliation. 
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sin entered the world (in Genesis), man has been, by nature, separated from God. 

Before we look any further, it might be helpful to have some terms defined: 

Atonement—“The work Christ did in his life and death to earn our 

salvation” (Grudem 568).  “Jesus obeyed the Father in our place and perfectly 

met the demands of the law.  He suffered in our place, receiving in himself the 

penalty that God the Father would have visited upon us” (Grudem 569).  

Justification—“Right legal Standing” (Grudem 670).  “Justification is an 

instantaneous legal act of God in which he (1) thinks of our sins as forgiven and 

Christ’s righteousness as belonging to us, and (2) declares us to be righteous in 

his sight” (Grudem 316). 

Peace with God Under the Old Covenant  

God initiated a covenant relationship with his people in a promise to Abraham.  

He called Abraham to go out from where he was to a land that the Lord would 

give him.  He told Abraham that he would give him a land and that all the families 

on the earth would be blessed through him.  This covenant continues to unfold 

throughout the Old Testament as different aspects of it are manifested to God’s 

people.  The covenant at Sinai revealed a new dynamic of the covenant first 

established with Abraham.  In the covenant at Sinai, the Law was given to the 

people.  Though the expectation of obedience is placed upon them, their future 

failure was already known and accounted for by the Lord.  The Law was meant to 

reveal to them their need for a Messiah—someone who would be able to follow 

the Law perfectly.  In the meantime, the Israelites would fail to live up to their 

commitment over and over again.  Thus, in the perfect and providential plan of 

the Father, the remaining narrative of the Old Testament involves the continual 

and unending process of the people of God trying to atone for their sin and 

repair their relationship with God.   

As we try to understand what it looked like to have peace with God under the 

Old Covenant, let’s turn in Scripture to where the Law was added to the 

covenant. 

Look at Exodus 24:3-8.  Here we see the offerings being offered as a means of 

sealing the covenant between God and Israel (Rooker 13).  This is the 

inauguration of the covenant where God calls Israel to keep his covenant (ESV 

Study Bible).   
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In verse 8, what does Moses declare to the people? 

Note the role of the blood being thrown against the altar and onto the people.  

The Reformation Study Bible explains this symbolism in the following way.  It 

says, “the blood signified cleansing from the sins so that the people might enter 

the covenant relation, and it underscored that the ultimate penalty for breaking 

the covenant was death” (128).    
  

This ceremony is not only an example of the significance of blood, but it also 

shows the importance of the sacrificial system.     

In mercy, God created a system by which man could repent and be atoned for as 

they failed to live perfectly holy lives.  This system maintained peace between the 

Lord and his people in the relationship that the Lord had initiated. 

The Reformation Study Bible explains this system in the following way, “When 

God brought Israel out of Egypt, He set up as part of the covenant relationship a 

system of sacrifices that had at its heart the shedding of the blood of animals ‘to 

make atonement for your souls’ (Lev. 17:11).  These sacrifices were ‘typical’; that is 

as ‘types’ they pointed forward to something better” (1617).   

We are going to spend some time today looking at the actual sacrificial system to 

see the specific avenues by which peace with God was pursued.  Often times, as 

modern day Christians, we miss how extensive and particular the demands for 

atonement were. 

The sacrificial system was in place to serve two purposes—atonement for sin and 

communion with God.  Specifically, there were three offerings that served the 

purpose of atonement.  They were (1) the burnt offering, (2) the sin offering, and 

(3) the guilt offering.  There were two offerings that served the purpose of 

communion with God.  These offerings were (1) the grain offering and (2) the 

peace offering. 

The Burnt Offering  

Look at Leviticus 1:4.  In describing the burnt offering, the person making the 

sacrifice was to do what? 
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Note: The primary focus of this offering was the covering of sins that shields the 

worshipper from holy wrath as well as the total consecration (Reformation Study 

Bible 156). 

The Grain Offering 

Read Leviticus 2:2.  What was the portion considered that was burned for the 

Lord? 

Note:  This offering was meant to be pleasing to the Lord.  It was asking the Lord 

to remember them with favor and it often accompanied other sacrifices (ESV 

Study Bible) 

The Peace Offering (also called the Fellowship Offering) 

Read Leviticus 3:16-17.  What was specifically not to be eaten? 

Note: Instructions about consumption is an important detail because the Peace 

Offering was an offering that the offerer could actually partake in.  This was a 

communion offering.  The fat was considered the most choice portion and so it 

was burned unto the Lord.  The blood served an atoning purpose and was also 

not to be consumed.  The breast and the shoulder were to go to the priest, but 

the rest of the animal was for the person offering (ESV Study Bible). 

The Sin Offering 

Read Leviticus 5:1-6.  What was the role of the Sin Offering? 

Note: There is an emphasis on being unclean and being undefiled.  This aspect of 

atonement has a primary focus on the concept of being purified (ESV Study 

Bible). 

The Guilt Offering 

Read Leviticus 5:15-16.  What was the purpose of the Guilt Offering? 
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Note: The focus of this offering was on compensation for wrongdoing.  It was 

meant to “repair the relationship between the sinners and the Lord” (ESV Study 

Bible).    

Each of these sacrifices were a means of preserving the relationship initiated by 

God in the covenant to Abraham.  They were involved, costly, repetitive, and 

constant.   

Because sin continued to cause a breach in their relationship with God, 

atonement was the necessary path back into right relationship with him (Rooker).  

What they craved was peace with God.  Sacrifices gave them temporary 

atonement for their sin.  This sacrificial system provided for men and women a 

rhythm of repentance, a constant reminder of their sin and their need for 

continual contrition (Hebrews 10:3). 

Peace with God under the New Covenant 

Only God could do the work necessary to truly make lasting 

peace with man.  All of the sacrifices, for all of the years, could 

not do what the one perfect sacrifice did.  Through Christ, God 

was the ultimate peacemaker.  In sending Christ to live, die, and 

be resurrected, God made everlasting peace with all who place 

their hope and faith in him.  

Christ came not to abolish the sacrificial system, but to fulfill it (Rooker 15). 

The animal sacrifices were a shadow of things to come (Hebrews 10:1).  The real 

and eternally effectual sacrifice would come in the death of Jesus Christ.  

Whereas under the Old Covenant, the priests stood sacrificing continuously 

because the offerings would never be complete, Jesus offered one sacrifice for all 

time and then sat down at the right hand of the Father (Hebrews 10:11-12). 

The atoning work of Christ provides our justification before God.   

It is through his atonement that we are justified and have peace with God. 

Read Colossians 1:19-22.  What did Christ accomplish on the cross? 

Look at what D. A. Carson says about the role of Christ as peacemaker.  He says, 

“Within the total biblical framework, the greatest peacemaker is Jesus Christ—the 
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Prince of Peace.  He makes peace between God and man by removing sin, the 

ground of alienation; he makes peace between man and man both by removing 

sin and by bringing men into a right relationship with God (see especially 

Ephesians 2:11-22)” (27). 

R. T. Kendall also discusses God in the role of peacemaker.  He says the following, 

“God is the supreme Peacemaker.  He sent His Son into the world to die on a  

cross. ‘God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting men’s sins 

against them.  And he has committed to us the message of reconciliation’ (2 

Corinthians 5:19)” (56). 

Look at Matthew 26:28.  Write down exactly what Christ says here: 

Christ’s death put the New Covenant into effect.  Under the New Covenant, Christ 

obeyed the law for us and he was the perfect, sinless sacrifice.  God himself, the 

initiator of the covenant, fulfilled both ends of the Covenant so that we might be 

guaranteed peace with him and might receive the fullness of all that he has 

promised.   

The Reformation Study Bible says, “Jesus Christ, the Mediator of the new 

covenant, offered Himself as the true and final sacrifice for sin.  He obeyed the 

law perfectly, and as the second Adam… He became the inheritor, with those 

united with Him by faith, of all the covenant blessings of peace and fellowship 

with God in His renewed creation” (30). 

As we look to compare the Covenants, we see the fulfillment of what was 

established in the Old Covenant.  Mark Rooker says, “As such Jesus is the 

mediator of a New Covenant through which the kingdom is to become reality.  

The animal sacrifices were but a shadow of things to come” (13).  As we further 

consider the idea of this shadowing, we see the types fulfilled.  Rooker explains 

the fulfillment in the following way.  It says, “All these aspects are combined fully 

in the sacrifice of Jesus Christ on the cross.  Christ bore the punishment for our 

sins.  Thus He is the final sin offering.  Christ was wholly consecrated to God.  He 

suffered death and destruction for sin, and also brings about our death to sin.  

Thus He is the final burnt offering.  Christ in His perfect obedience gave to God 

the honor and thanks that are due to Him.  Thus He is the final grain offering.  

Christ now offers us His flesh to eat.  By partaking of His flesh and blood we have 
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eternal life, we have communion with the Father, and we are transformed into 

Christ’s image.  Thus Christ is the final fellowship offering” (14). 

As we think back to how we began today, we considered the three marks of a 

peacemaker.  We can see that Christ displayed each of these marks in 

extravagant depth.  The first mark was being humble.  We’ve discussed in 

previous weeks the degree to which Christ humbled himself, as explained in 

Philippians 2.  The second mark was that a peacemaker does anything necessary 

to see God’s glory put on display.  Christ certainly met each and every 

requirement so that we might have atonement, everlasting communion, and 

peace with the Father.  The last mark was that a peacemaker is prepared to suffer 

for peace to be realized.  The perfect Christ suffered the full penalty of sin on our 

behalf… a painful death, a sacrificial death so that we might be reconciled to God 

and have peace with him forever. 

Now see what this peace affords us. 

Read Galatians 3:23-25.  What was the role of the law under the Old Covenant? 

Continue by reading Galatians 3:26.  What is the relationship we have with God 

through Jesus Christ? 

Read Galatians 3:27-29.  What is the relationship we have with others in Christ? 

Read Galatians 4:1-7 and list what it means to be a son or daughter of God. 
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The Supreme Peacemaker made it so that those who were once enemies of God 

can now be reconciled to God.   

Those once bound by labor and sacrifice, now set free by the blood of one 

perfect, atoning sacrifice…   

Those once dead in their trespasses, now brought to new life and covered over by 

righteousness…   

Those once captive under the law, now heirs to all the promises of God. 

God, in his mercy, grace, and goodness didn’t just give us peace in the 

appeasement of wrath, which would have been more than we could possibly 

hope for—that he might atone for us and give us peace with God.  But he went 

well beyond that.  He made us more than 

redeemed; he made us children and heirs. He gave 

us peace in the form of intimate relationship with 

him as a son or daughter.  A child that bears his 

likeness and inherits all that is his.  This is the way 

of God… peacemaking to the highest degree.   

PERSONAL APPLICATION 
How does an understanding of the cost of peace with God affect your 

appreciation of his sacrificial death? 

How has Christ been the supreme peacemaker in your life? 

PRAYER 
Prompt—Romans 5:10-11 
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Day 3:  Costly Peace 

PERSONAL INVENTORY 

Why do you think it is important to understand that peace with God was costly?   

CONSIDER 
As we think back to Day 2, we see that peace with God came at the highest price.  

We also see that peace with God not only frees us from the law, but it gives us a 

parent/child relationship with the Creator of the Universe. 

The Cost of Peace 

It is of upmost importance for us to recognize the price of this peace.  

Understanding the cost by which peace was made for us, heightens the value we 

give to the idea of peacemaking.  We again see that peacemaking isn’t 

appeasement or the path of least resistance, but it is an active, often sacrificial, 

and sometimes painful endeavor. 

Read John 3:16.  What was the price of our peace with God?    

Robert Guelich says of peacemaking that it “is much more than a passive 

suffering to maintain peace or even ‘bridge-building’ or reconciling alienated 

parties.  It is the demonstration of God’s love through Christ in all its 

profundity” (92).  Christ’s perfect life and painful death on the cross illustrate to 

us the lengths that the Father went to in order to make peace with us.  John Stott 

points out that the sufferings Christ endured “remind us that the words ‘peace’ 

and ‘appeasement’ are not synonyms.  For the peace of God is not peace at any 

price.  He made peace with us at immense cost, even at the price of the life-blood 

of his only Son” (Stott 51).  Far from appeasement is what the Father 

accomplished for us… rather he accomplished atonement and eternal peace for 

all who trust in Christ. 

The Effect of Costly Peace 

Here now we look at the extraordinary benefits of this most costly peace.  We  
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understand that Christ came to bring peace.  As Peacemaker, he gave his life to 

have us be reconciled to the Father.  Look at Ephesians 2 to see how this divine 

peace takes effect. 

Read Ephesians 2:11-22.   

vv.11-12   What were we once? 	  	  

v.13  What did Christ do for us and how? 

v.14 What has Christ become for us? 

vv.14-15  How has he made peace?  

vv.16-19  Who has he made peace between?  

vv.20-22  What does this peace look like?  

Christ’s life, death, and resurrection create a beautiful 

and miraculous peace.  Kendall summarizes this 

passage in the following way.  He says, “By one Spirit, 

all hostility—horizontally and vertically—was over” (56).  

Christ’s divine work granted us peace with God, peace 

with man, and peace within. 

In having peace with the Lord, we are given the ministry of reconciliation.  The  

ministry of calling others to be reconciled to God, to accept the peace of God.  

The gift of peace with our fellow man enables us to tear down the barriers that 

our flesh constructs between us and others.   
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It allows us to desire the reconciliation of others with the Lord as well as 

empowers us to act as peacemakers toward them.  Finally, Christ’s work grants us 

peace within our very souls.  No longer do we have to worry or strive, but we can 

rest in the sovereign and mighty love that was displayed on the cross. 

Peace with God 

Think back to Day 2 and what it means for us to be reconciled to God.  Look 

again at Romans 5:6-11.  State in your own words what you think it means to be 

reconciled to God. 

Read 2 Corinthians 5:17-21.  Based on this passage, what do you think it means to 

have the ministry of reconciliation?  

Peace with Man 

Not only have we been granted eternal peace with the Father, but we also have 

been given freedom and power to live at peace with one another. We are 

empowered and enabled to seek and pursue peace.  Not easy or cheap peace.  

Not peace that looks the other way, but true and costly peace.  Peace that goes 

out of one’s way… Peace that sacrifices.  

Below are just a few practical examples of what peacemaking looks like.  Read 

these passages and make specific notes on what peacemaking looks like in that 

context. 

Peacemaking through humility and love — Ephesians 4:1-6 

Peacemaking through reconciliation — Matthew 5:23-24 
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Peacemaking through entrusting yourself to the Lord — Romans 12:17-19 

A peacemaker is active.  A peacemaker seeks the Lord for the purest path to the 

highest peace.  A peacemaker has wisdom, discernment, is unbiased, has self-

control, is rooted in love, and seeks the glory of God.  Look at how D. A. Carson 

summarizes a description of a peacemaker.  He says, “Then he will remember that 

‘man’s anger does not bring about the righteous life that God desires’ (James 

1:20), and that ‘a soft answer turns away wrath’ (Prov. 15:1).  He will not confuse 

issues, even important issues, with his own ego-image; and fearful lest he be 

guilty of generating more heat than light, he will learn to lower his voice and 

smile more broadly in proportion to the intensity of the argument” (28). 

True peacemakers live for the greatest peace, the most complete peace, the 

wisest peace, a surpassing peace.  Read what the Bible says about this kind of 

peacemaking in James 3:17-18.   

What does it say comes of peacemaking done well?  

Peace Within 

Not only did Christ’s sacrificial death grant us peace with God and peace with 

others, but it granted us a supernatural peace within ourselves.  It is part of the 

gift of the Holy Spirit… His very presence, alive within us… giving us comfort, 

guidance, rest, and peace.   

Look up the following verses and note the peace that the Lord grants to those 

that are in him. 

John 16:33  
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Colossians 3:15  

Philippians 4:6-7    

PERSONAL APPLICATION 
In what areas have you been pursuing easy peace or short-term peace instead of 

a greater peace?  

How do you live out the ministry of reconciliation? 

PRAYER 
Prompt—2 Corinthians 5:18 
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PERSONAL INVENTORY 
How do you think one can actually practice being a peacemaker? 

CONSIDER 
On Day 1 of this week we looked at what it is to be a peacemaker.  On Day 2, we 

looked at God as the Supreme Peacemaker in that he sent his Son so that we 

might be able to have eternal peace with him.  Day 3 was spent looking at the 

high cost of our peace and what that cost has enabled for us.  Today, we will be 

looking at some of the disciplines that go into being a peacemaker. 

Martyn Lloyd-Jones presents a series of four disciplines that are characteristic of 

those who are peacemakers. 

1) First, a peacemaker learns to not always speak (Lloyd-Jones 106).  This means 

having wisdom as to what should be said and what shouldn’t.  It means not 

disclosing harmful info or sharing your mind just because you want to (Lloyd- 

Jones 106).  It means that you love others well in what you say and in what you 

don’t say. 

Look at the following verses and note the instructions given regarding how we 

should communicate. 

James 1:19-21 

Proverbs 10:19 

196



W
eek 8:  T

he B
eatitudes

2) Second, a peacemaker considers.  Lloyd-Jones says, “When you face a 

situation that tends to lead to trouble, not only must you not speak, you must 

think.  You must take the situation and put it into the context of the Gospel and 

ask, ‘What are the implications of this?  It is not only I who am involved.  What 

about the Cause? what about the Church? what about the Organization? what 

about all the people who are dependent? what about the people who are right 

outside?’  The moment you think of it like that you are beginning to make peace.  

But as long as you are thinking of it in a personal sense there will be war” (107).  

A peacemaker is considerate.  They see the costs, the ramifications, and the 

possible outcomes of discussions and decisions.  Their kingdom perspective 

displays wisdom and a broad view of circumstances.  Look at the following verses 

and note how peacemakers relate circumstances to their implications of their 

involvement. 

1 Corinthians 10:23-24, 31-33 

Galatians 5:13-15 

Colossians 4:5-6 

3) Third, a peacemaker looks for ways to make peace.  Lloyd-Jones says, “You 

must now become positive and go out of your way to look for means and 

methods of making peace.  You remember that mighty word, ‘If thine enemy 

hunger, feed him.’  There is your enemy, who has been saying terrible things 

about you.  Well, you have not answered him, you have controlled your tongue.  

Not only that, you have said, I can see it is the Devil that is in him and therefore I 

must not answer him.  I must have pity and pray that God will deliver him and 

show him himself as the dupe of Satan.’  Good; that is the second step.  But you 

must go beyond that.  He is hungry, things have gone wrong for him.  Now you 

begin to seek ways of relieving him.  You are becoming positive and  

active” (Lloyd-Jones 107).  A peacemaker cares for their enemies.  Caring well for 

our enemies most displays the peacemaking activity of God our Father—who also  
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cared for those who were enemies of him.  Christ died for 

peace with enemies.  This may be the greatest privilege—

to go out of our way to pursue peace by caring for our 

enemies—just as the Lord did.    

Look at the following verses and note what they say 

about caring for our enemies. 

Romans 12:14-20 

Look again (as we did in Week 6, Day 3) at Matthew 5:38-48 

4) Last, a peacemaker is regarded as someone who embodies the character of 

the Lord.  Lloyd-Jones says, “And the last thing in the practical realm is that, as 

peacemakers, we should be endeavouring to diffuse peace wherever we are.  We 

do this by being selfless, by being lovable, by being approachable and by not 

standing on our dignity.  If we do not think of self at all, people will feel, ‘I can 

approach that person, I know I shall get sympathy and understanding, I know I 

shall get an outlook which is based upon the New Testament’” (Lloyd-Jones 107).   

The peacemaker has a reputation for caring more about the glory of God than 

they do about themselves.  They are seen as someone that can be trusted with 

the emotions of others and in the area of spiritual discernment.   

Look at the following verses and make a note on what it looks like to live in this 

manner.   

James 3:13 

1 Peter 2:11-12 

A peacemaker disciplines themselves to honor God and honor others in the way 

that they operate and communicate.  Their lives reflect a concern for God’s glory  

and a love for others.  They have earned a reputation for being trustworthy in 
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what they say and also in what they don’t say.  In this the movement of their lives 

brings cohesion and wholeness to others as it brings attention and glory to the 

Father. 

PERSONAL APPLICATION 

In what ways do you struggle with what you say or don’t say?  

How do you practice the habit of being considerate?  What are the situations in 

other’s lives that you are praying for? 

How do you attempt to make peace with your enemies? 

How do you keep yourself approachable to others? 

PRAYER 
Prompt—Ephesians 4:29  
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PERSONAL INVENTORY 
Why do you think the promise to peacemakers is that they are children of God? 

CONSIDER 

This week we have looked at what it means to be a peacemaker.  We have 

reflected on God as the Supreme Peacemaker.  We have weighed what our peace 

with God grants us and we have contemplated specific ways of being a person 

who makes peace.  Today, we are pondering what it is to be a child of God. 

When one has come to be a peacemaker, they have grown to be quite other.  

Peacemaking in the truest sense is a foreign concept to those in the flesh.  It 

means that a person no longer looks after their own self interests, but rather 

desires that the glory of the Lord be put on display and seeks the best for others.  

Martyn Lloyd-Jones describes the peacemaker in this way: “To be a peacemaker 

is to be like [Christ].  He did not clutch at His rights; He did not hold on to the 

prerogative of deity and of eternity.  He humbled Himself; He came in the likeness 

of a man; He humbled Himself even to the death of the cross” (108). 

The promise, then, for those who have become peacemakers is that they will be 

called sons of God. This means that they bear resemblance to their Father.  It 

means that, like Christ, they are identified with God and show the likeness of him.  

As we look more at the concept of sonship today, we understand that this 

privilege is given to both sons and daughters alike.  We maintain the use of the 

term “sonship” to capture the essence of birthrights, benefits, and inheritance—all 

entitlements of a son in biblical times.   

Sonship Now 
This sonship is catalyzed by the Father’s love and enacted by our faith.  Look at 

how these two dynamics are involved in our adoption. 

In the Father’s Goodness 

This identity is first extended from the Father.  He calls us his children.  Look at 

the following verses and note what it says about becoming sons and daughters. 
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2 Corinthians 6:18 

Ephesians 1:3-6 (really note the love of the Father spelled out in detail here)  

Through faith 

In faith, we respond to the calling.  Look at the following verses to see how faith 

establishes us in relationship with the Father. 

John 1:12 

Look again at Galatians 3:26-29—as we did earlier this week—but pay particular 

attention to the role of faith. 

We are Named and Given His nature 

Miraculously, upon our regeneration, we are given the Father’s very nature.  This 

nature is something imputed to us as well as something that we grow into.  It is 

something we have and something we become.  Robert Guelich explains that in 

the naming of sonship, his actual nature is given to us (107).  This means that 

when God declares us to be sons and daughters, we are endowed with the Lord’s 

very character.  As we grow in him, he becomes more evident in us.  D. A. Carson 

explains this in the following way.  He says, “In Jewish thought, ‘son’ often bears 

the meaning ‘partaker of the character of’ or the like … The peacemaker’s reward, 

then, is that he will be called a son of God.  He reflects his heavenly Father’s 

wonderful peacemaking character” (28).  Time and growth make evident the true 

sons and daughters of God. 

Read Romans 8:14-19   
What is the role that the Spirit plays in our sonship. 
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Guelich describes how the title of sonship is not only a description of our 

relationship with the Lord here on earth, but that it also points to our future 

reality with the Father.  He says that the peacemaker’s conduct mirrors the Father 

and proves the relationship.  The future intimate relationship we will share with 

the Father is a continuation of what is shared on earth (92).  He later goes on to 

say, “Again we see the promise as being the culmination, the consummation of 

what is already a reality in one’s life—another example of the tension between the 

present fulfillment through Jesus’ ministry and the future consummation of all 

things” (Guelich 107).  As we move toward heaven, growing in Christ, we come to 

know this relationship in deeper and fuller ways. 

Look at the following verse to get a glimpse of what we have yet to experience. 

Read Revelation 21:6-7.  What is the relationship promised? 

PERSONAL APPLICATION 
As you read through Ephesians 1:3-12, what aspects of sonship stood out to you? 

How does your title as a “child of God” change the way you engage with people 

and circumstances? 

Identity, relationship, and inheritance are all ours through the peacemaking work 

of Christ Jesus.  We are granted this security and future unconditionally and 

through no effort of our own.  How does this assurance change the way you see 

your role as a peacemaker? 
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1)

PRAYER 
Prompt—1 John 3:1 

WRAP UP THE WEEK 

Rewrite this week’s beatitude in your owns words. 

Prepare to discuss 
1).  How is a biblical understanding of peacemaking different from a worldly 

understanding? 

2).  How does knowing the lengths Christ would go to in giving us peace with 

God affect your view of his sacrifice? 

3).  How does understanding “costly peace” affect the peace you pursue with 

others? 
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challenging? 

5).  What aspect of being a child of God most stands out to you? 

Additional Works Cited 

Grudem, Wayne.   Systematic Theology. Leicester: Inter-Varsity Press and Grand 
 Rapids: Zondervan, 2004. Print. 

Rooker, Mark. F.  Leviticus. Vol. 3A.  The New American Commentary. Nashville: 
 Broadman & Holman Publishers, 2000.  Logos Bible Software. 

204


