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THE BEATITUDES 
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This week we will look at our Lord’s blessing to those who show mercy.  In 

looking at this fifth promise, we are brought back to the first beatitude—the 

idea of being poor in spirit.  Our understanding of mercy is enhanced as we 

remember again that without Christ we were alienated from God and incapable 

of being in right relationship with God.   

As sinners we deserve death.  The poor in Spirit, soaked in the mercy of the 

Father, understand this well.   

In His kindness, He rescues us.  In His mercy, He acts on our behalf.  In His 

power, He brings us from death to life.  In His compassion, He intervenes to 

save our miserable souls.  In His love, He shows us how to live.  

So how now do we move through the moments of our day?  How do we 

navigate the relational dynamics of our soul with God and with others? 

The mercy we extend to others reveals how deeply we are clinging to the 

mercy God has bestowed on us.  It reveals the degree to which we understand 

and appreciate the pardon we have been granted. The mercy we show 

demonstrates the compassion of the Father that we now live into. 

The merciful person looks for ways to display God’s mercy.  They long to 

rescue as they have been rescued.  They long to relieve suffering as the Lord 

relieves their suffering.  They long to intervene on behalf of miserable souls 

because the Savior has intervened once and for all.   

With mercy, pity replaces judgment and love replaces retribution.         

Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy.…
……………………………………………………….
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PERSONAL INVENTORY 

How would you define mercy? 

CONSIDER 

In Week 5, we looked at what it meant to hunger and thirst for righteousness.  

Begin this week by looking back at Matthew 5:6.  Review what the Lord showed 

you last week by underlining important words and making notes in the margins of 

your Bible. 

This week, we are looking at the fifth beatitude.   

Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy. 

Because of the way this beatitude is worded, it might lead a person to believe 

that the mercy promised by God is conditional.  This would be a wrong 

understanding.  God’s mercy for us does not in any way depend upon our mercy 

toward others.  There are two primary reasons for this.   

The first reason is that if true mercy was conditional, then grace could not be the 

basis of our faith.  If we are saved by faith alone, then we cannot also be saved by 

how well we forgive and extend mercy.  None would be saved.  Only Christ was 

perfectly merciful, so once again we are reminded that we must trust his perfect 

record to save us. 

The second reason why we must reject a conditional understanding of this 

promise is found in the essence of what the Beatitudes are.  These statements are 

blessings, not commands.  The beatitude isn’t meant to instruct or encourage us 

to be merciful, but rather to congratulate us if we find that we are in fact merciful. 

Look at how Robert Guelich explains this.  He says, “…one must not overlook, first, 

that 5:7 was set in the form of a Beatitude, not a command.  Jesus is declaring, 

not exhorting, the merciful to be blessed.  And second, the mercy being 

demonstrated is predicated on the experience of divine mercy already” (89). 
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What does it mean that it is “predicated on the experience of divine mercy 

already?”  It means that it rises out of our own experience with our merciful God.  

It means that if, in fact, you have experienced true repentance, then you have 

received complete forgiveness.  If you have experienced and known forgiveness, 

you will readily extend the mercy that you have received.  The mercy received 

from God is so effective, so transformative, that repentant recipients will be 

intrinsically altered.  They will become merciful themselves.  How could one that 

has been forgiven much and shown great mercy not do likewise? 

This question has an uncomfortable flip to it.  It causes a person to wonder if 

someone who does not extend mercy is truly aware of the divine mercy that has 

been granted him or her.  D. A. Carson concludes, “The one who is not merciful is 

inevitably so unaware of his own state that he thinks he needs no mercy” (25). 

What is Mercy? 
What exactly is the meaning of mercy?  While it’s often times used in conjunction 

with grace, they really do have different meanings. 

R.T. Kendall differentiates between them in the following way.  He says, “And so 

grace is giving people what they don’t deserve: favor. And mercy is not giving 

what they do deserve: justice” (47).  Carson explains their difference in this way, 

“grace answers to the undeserving; mercy answers to the miserable” (25). 

It is important to note that mercy is not a quality of a kind or easy-going 

personality.  Temperaments don’t require the work of the Holy Spirit or an 

experience with grace.  Nor is mercy connected with any willingness to overlook 

truth and justice.  

Mercy is primarily used as a description of God in the Old Testament.  That being 

said, we can clearly know and understand that God is never described as being 

easy-going or being willing to turn a blind eye to violations of truth and justice.  

Mercy cannot be just a nice demeanor.  

Look up Exodus 34:6 and note how the Lord is described.  What does he say 

about forgiveness?  What does he say about the guilty? 
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Though merciful, God must deal with the guilty.  Jesus’ life, death, and 

resurrection were the only way to rectify the issue of our sin with his great desire 

to show mercy.  Christ made the way for everlasting mercy.   

Just as the Lord cares about justice and mercy, so should we.  Just as he 

extended lavish mercy, just as he longs to be merciful to us, so should we desire 

to be merciful to others.  

Mercy is the spiritual response to our spiritual pardon.  It is 

an effect of receiving mercy in such a way that, out of 

humility and compassion, a person is compelled to relieve 

the offense of another.   

Response 
As we engage this week with the fifth beatitude, we will find that first and 

foremost mercy given is a response to mercy received from God.  As we know 

the depths to which God extended mercy to our poor depraved souls, our 

response can only be mercy toward others. When we consider that he died for us 

while we were still in sin, not even knowing to look to him for salvation, we are 

taken back by his kindness.  When we contemplate that he would humble himself 

and come down to rescue us… to save us… to redeem us from our miserable state 

and as we feel the weight of that reality, we long for ways to also extend that kind 

of mercy. 

Martyn Lloyd-Jones explains a perspective on mercy in this way, “Does it not 

follow inevitably that, if I have seen and experienced all that, my attitude towards 

everybody else must be completely and entirely changed?  If all that is true of 

me, I no longer see men as I used to see them.  I see them now with a Christian 

eye.  I see them as the dupes and the victims and the slaves of sin and Satan and 

of the way of the world.  I have come to see them not simply as men whom I 

dislike but as men to be pitied.  I have come to see them as being governed by 

the god of this world, as being still where once I was, and would be yet but for 

the grace of God.  So I am sorry for them.  I do not merely see them and what 

they do.  I see them as the slaves of hell and of Satan, and my whole attitude 

toward them is changed.  And because of that, of course, I can be and must be 

merciful with respect to them.  I differentiate between the sinner and his sin.  I 

see everybody who is in a state of sin as one who is to be pitied” (87). 

Indicator 
A second way we can view this beatitude is as an indicator of how effectively we 

have taken hold of the first four beatitudes.  As we come out of Week 5, in which 

we looked at the desire for righteousness, we find that our everyday interactions 

test the degree to which we cling to the promises of God.  With all that God 
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has done for us, and with the understanding of our own depravity and need for 

Christ’s righteousness, do we now display mercy?  Can we see any growth in the 

ways of the Lord?  This beatitude answers the question—do we really know what 

we have been given?  We will look more at this beatitude as a gauge for spiritual 

maturity on Day 3. 

Why does it follow hungering and thirsting for righteousness? 

As we have moved through the Beatitudes, we have found a graduating 

relationship that leads from one promise to the next.  This beatitude is no 

different, but we will find, as we look at it, that the rhythm of progression 

changes slightly.  We will see that rather than building on the fourth beatitude, it 

flows directly from it as do the following two beatitudes.   

If you think back to Daniel M. Doriani’s illustration shown on Week 5, Day 3 (pg. 

113), you may remember that one possible suggestion for the sequence of the 

blessings is that the filling up of righteousness results in the display of godliness.  

So, if you recall, the first three beatitudes reveal the need for God.  The fourth 

discloses the answer to our need in the filling up of righteousness.  The fifth 

beatitude is now the first of the results of the filling up of righteousness (Doriani 

17).  In Doriani's charting of the progression of the Beatitudes, we saw how 

hungering and thirsting for righteousness moves us from the “beatitudes of 

need” to the “beatitudes of action” (17, 29). 

There is also another connection to examine in this beatitude.  This connection is 

the possible correspondence between the blessing for the merciful, the fifth 

beatitude, and the blessing for the poor in spirit, the first beatitude.  Look at how 

Martyn Lloyd- Jones explains the possible correlations within the beatitudes.  He 

says, “It seems to me that the three Beatitudes which follow the central 

statement in verse six correspond to the first three that lead up to it.  The 

merciful are those who realize their poverty of spirit; they realize that they have 

nothing in themselves at all.  As we have seen, that is the most essential step to 

becoming merciful.  It is only when a man has reached that view of himself that 

he will have the right view of others.  So we find that the man who realizes that 

he is poor in spirit and who is utterly dependent upon God, is the man who is 

merciful to others” (91).  Commentators also suggest a connection between the 

second and sixth beatitudes and the third and seventh.  We will look further into 

those connections in the weeks to come. 

To help us understand this concept better, Doriani gives us the graph on the next 

page, similar to last week’s, to illustrate the corresponding beatitudes.   
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In this figure, we can see that there seems to be a very clear connection between the 

realization of spiritual poverty and the need for mercy, with the extending of mercy 

to others. We recognize that as we have been granted unfathomable mercy, the 

natural overflow of gratitude will present itself in mercy for others. 

There is also the element of righteousness as a preceding beatitude in the 

progression. We can view it as an effecting beatitude, placed in the center, 

compelling us to action. We can see that out of a deep desire to see things made 

whole and right, the righteous person is compelled, out of compassion, to act on the 

behalf of another. 

As we close down today’s Consider section, let’s circle back to the first way that we 

can understand this beatitude—as a response. To position ourselves in a place to 

truly engage with this beatitude, we really should revisit Week 1. We absolutely must 

remember what we have been saved from. As we started today, we looked at Exodus 

and we were reminded that God cares about justice and about our great offenses. In 

his mercy, however, he looked at us with pity and sent his son to save us from 

ourselves. We have been miraculously redeemed. In mercy, he sent his Son... the 

wrath we deserved to be poured out on him. 

We, at one time, were the pitiful, but now we are free. Free at such great cost to the 

Father. 
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Look through the following verses and be reminded of the state that you were 

once in.  Note what you have been saved from. 

1 Corinthians 6:9-11 

Titus 3:3-5 

Romans 11:30-31 

PERSONAL APPLICATION 

How does remembering what you have been delivered from bring about a feeling 

of compassion for those still stuck? 

PRAYER 

Prompt—Titus 3:3-5 
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PERSONAL INVENTORY 

What do you think it means to be merciful? 

CONSIDER 

On Day 1, we defined what mercy is and we began looking at why it follows a 

hunger and thirst for righteousness.  We found that mercy flows out of an 

acknowledgment of one’s own poverty, through the filling up of righteousness, 

and into the response of being merciful.  Today, we will continue looking at mercy 

as a response to the Divine mercy we have been given by God.   

There are two ways that we respond in mercy to the mercy that has been 

lavished on us. 

The first way we respond to mercy is through exoneration, or releasing someone 

from their offense or obligation.  To pardon.  The merciful person understands 

just how much they have been forgiven.  They know the holiness of God and the 

justice of God.  They know what they deserve.  The merciful person remembers 

the holy character of God and knows that the sacrifice of Jesus Christ was the 

only way that we might have relationship with the Father.    

Look again at the character of the Lord.  Read the following verses and write 

down how the passage describes God. 

Isaiah 30:18 

Isaiah 55:7  
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Because the Lord is kind, he longs to extend mercy to us.  Martyn Lloyd-Jones 

says of this, “The perfect and central example of mercy and of being merciful is 

the sending by God of His only begotten Son into this world, and the coming of 

the Son.  Why?  Because there is mercy with Him.  He saw our pitiable estate, He 

saw the suffering, and, in spite of the law breaking, this was the thing that moved 

Him to action” (84).   

We are reminded that in Christ, truth and righteousness were not overlooked by 

our just God, but fully met through his Son.  In mercy, the Lord met the 

requirements of his holiness through Christ.  As Christ took on the sin of the 

world, we were exonerated through faith in his saving work.  Lloyd-Jones goes on 

to say, “There is no contradiction between justice and mercy, or mercy and truth.  

They have met together” (Lloyd-Jones 84).  

Compassion compelled God to action and it moves us to 

action as well.  Lloyd-Jones says, “It does not only mean 

feeling pity; it means a great desire, and indeed an 

endeavour, to do something to relieve the situation” (84). It 

means that though another might be in the wrong and they 

might have actually injured us greatly, we see that they are 

miserable and long to see their misery alleviated. 

        

The deepest compassion can even at times result in a deep affection for those 

who have wronged you or hurt you (Kendall 49).   In mercy like this, we see a 

beauty that can only come supernaturally.  On Day 4, we will look at a human 

example of this affection in the story of Joseph.  However, where we can truly see 

this miraculous, affectionate mercy is in the relationship of each believer with 

God, their Father.  Though they had sinned against God, though they had not 

desired God, he came down for them.  He came to have relationship with sinners 

that, left to themselves, would only reject him. 

How does 1 John 4:9-11 demonstrate God’s affectionate mercy? 

We know God’s mercy in that he sent his Son to pay our penalty.  In this 

beatitude, Jesus is congratulating those who have been affected by this mercy in 

a way that compels them to respond in mercy.  
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We see another reference to this response in Luke 6:36. 

What does Luke 6:36 call us to?  

Restate in your own words how the Father has been merciful to you. 

There is a second type of response to mercy.  The first response is manifested as 

a pardon, or as compassionate forgiveness.  The second way of responding to the 

mercy that we have received is more of a physical response.   This is an 

intentional seeking out of ways to act in mercy… a proactive mercy.  It is 

extending kindness to one in need.  It is another example of how a sense of 

compassion or pity for the miserable moves a person to action.  It is a mercy that 

causes a person to go out of their way to do what needs to be done (Kendall 49).  

This kind of mercy seeks out and responds to those who need help.  They 

remember how they have been rescued by God and they long to rescue others 

from their miserable state—whether it be spiritual or physical.  This kind of mercy 

acts on the behalf of the homeless, the vulnerable, the orphan, the hungry, the 

marginalized… anyone in need of help.  The believer who is merciful can’t help but 

want to act on the behalf of another, just as Christ has acted on their behalf.     

As we grow in mercy, we are grieved by the needy state of others and we 

remember that it once was us that was desperately in need of help.  We long to 

rescue… just as the Father rescued us.  Most of all, we long to see those in need 

set free spiritually and would, at any cost, seek to make known to them the 

salvation of God.  Mercy carries over beyond the spiritual realm as it desires to 

see the physical and emotional suffering alleviated as well.  The merciful person 

extends the hope of Christ to those in bondage.  They also extend a blanket to 

the cold, ease for the suffering, food to the hungry, an umbrella for the poured 

on, company for the lonely… A merciful person looks around and acts. 

A grand example of this kind of mercy is found within the story of the Good 

Samaritan.  

Read about the Good Samaritan in Luke 10:30-37.  Note how mercy is displayed 

in this story.   
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Since mercy has been extended to us, we are expected to respond to the needs 

of others.  Look up 1 John 3:16-18 and see how we are called to respond. 

PERSONAL APPLICATION 
How does God’s mercy toward you compel you toward mercy to others? 

Where do you see evidence of mercy moving you to action in your own life?  

PRAYER 
Prompt—1 John 3:16-17 
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Day 3:  Mercy Measured 

PERSONAL INVENTORY 

What is your feeling toward those who have committed horrible offenses? 

CONSIDER 
On Day 1, we looked at how mercy is a response and an indicator.  On Day 2 we 

continued looking at the various ways that mercy serves as a response.  Today, 

we will look further at mercy as an indication of righteousness. 

If you have truly known repentance and forgiveness, it will show.  The way you 

respond will demonstrate how deeply you’ve experienced the Father’s 

forgiveness.  As you progress from acknowledging your spiritual poverty, to 

grieving your sin, to emptying yourself, to desiring to be filled up by 

righteousness, you will be tested in how well it all holds together (Lloyd-Jones 

81).   

Do you truly understand what the Lord has done for you?  Have you really 

experienced repentance and mercy?  Enough to actually extend it to the least 

deserving?  The fifth beatitude helps us measure the degree to which the first 

four blessings have taken effect.  This is part of this blessing—to be able to see 

that the Lord is in the process of transforming you.   

When it’s Frustrating 
The first result of our understanding of mercy is a decrease in our quickness to 

judge.  Just as we saw with meekness, as our awareness of our own need for 

grace and mercy grows, our propensity to judge diminishes.  

Read Matthew 7:1-5 
What are we instructed not to do?  Why?  
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This account in Matthew is alarming in that we want to be sure to check our own 

lives lest we become like the hypocrites.  D. A. Carson gives these searching 

questions to consider (25): 

Am I merciful or supercilious to the wretched?  

Am I gentle or hard-nosed toward the downtrodden?  

Am I helpful or callous toward the backslidden?  

Am I compassionate or impatient with the fallen?   

Spend a few minutes really considering the questions above.  We will take time 
to deal with them in the application section. 

What we can conclude as we contemplate these questions is that the state of our 

heart is revealed as we engage (or even how we don’t engage) with those in need 

of mercy.  R. T. Kendall explains, “True graciousness is not reminding people of 

their faults, their failures or their past.  It is not even letting on as if you know 

what they have done.  It is letting them ‘save face’… giving them every break, 

refusing to throw the book at them…” (47).  It is one thing to be compassionate 

toward the lovable and enjoyable, but it is an entirely other thing to extend grace 

to those who seem to be least deserving of it.  Our sense of indignation cries for 

justice, but our salvation brings us back to mercy.  

This can only be done through the work of 

the Holy Spirit.  It is only as the Spirit allows 

us to know the depth of our need… to feel 

the depth of our need, that we are then   

 able to extend mercy to others.  Robert Guelich says it in this way, “To the extent 

that we have experienced God’s mercy and respond in kind toward others, God’s 

mercy is at work in us affecting others.  There is a sense, consequently, in which 

our ability to show mercy is proportionate to our having experienced 

mercy” (89). 

When it’s Personal 
It is probably most difficult not to judge, take offense, or react when the wrong is 

a personal and/or grievous injury.  These are the cases when bitterness, hurt, 

anger, and a desire for vindication may take over.  In looking at how we react to 

those types of offenses, R. T. Kendall poses the question (47): 

How do you make people feel who have hurt you deeply?   

Again, really contemplate the question for a few minutes.  We will come back 
to it in the application section. 
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respond to injury. 

(An important side note: This passage does not in any way condone abuse.  The 

whole of God’s Word gives value and dignity to people.  Abuse, on the other 

hand, dehumanizes.)  

In Matthew 5:38-39, what does Christ say to do when someone hurts you 

physically (or emotionally)?  

In verse 40, how does Christ say to respond to those who take things from you? 

In verses 41-42, how does Christ say to respond to those who try to take 
advantage of you?   

What further instruction does Christ give in verses 43-44?   

How do these responses demonstrate a mercy that has been received and 

extended?  Go through each scenario and explain the role of received and 

extended mercy.  Connect the answers you just wrote with what God has done 

for you.   

Matthew 5:38-39  

Because God 

I am able to 

Matthew 5:40 

Because God 

I am able to 
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Matthew 5:41-42 

Because God 

I am able to 

Though we see this beatitude connect specifically with the promise for the poor 

in Spirit, we can certainly see connections between other beatitudes as well.  

John Stott explains the process of compassion and mercy in the following way: 

“To forgive and to be forgiven, to show mercy and to receive mercy: these belong 

indissolubly together, as Jesus illustrated in his parable of the unmerciful servant 

(which we will look at on Day 4).  Or, interpreted in the context of the Beatitudes, 

it is ‘the meek’ who are also ‘the merciful’.  For to be meek is to acknowledge to 

others that we are sinners; to be merciful is to have compassion on others, for 

they are sinners too” (48).  Kendall takes it a step further by saying that the heart 

of mercy is to cover over… to wish for no consequence for the offending party.  

He says that, “It is doing what you can do to see they never get caught for what 

they did to you”  (47).  That was the heart of the Father… that we might not have 

to suffer the consequences of our sin.  He acted on our behalf and sent his Son so 

that we might not bear the weight of his wrath.  The Bible says that while we 

were still sinners… while we were actively engaged against him… he sent a cover 

for us.  Christ is that cover.  He is our mercy and our peace and out of his 

goodness, we extend that mercy to others. 

PERSONAL APPLICATION 

Go back over the following questions from the Consider section.  Ask the Lord to 

show you anything you need to know or be corrected about.  Write down 

anything you sense him telling you.  

Am I merciful or supercilious to the wretched? Am I gentle or hard-nosed toward 

the downtrodden?  Am I helpful or callous toward the backslidden?  Am I 

compassionate or impatient with the fallen? 

How do you make people feel who have hurt you deeply? 
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How can I extend intentional kindness to someone who has hurt me?                 

(Be specific) 

What good can I pray for someone who has hurt me or done something wrong? 

(Be specific) 

PRAYER 

Prompt—Romans 5:8 
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Day 4:  The Unforgiving Servant and the Forgiving Servant 

PERSONAL INVENTORY 
What circumstance might cause you to not extend mercy to another person? 

CONSIDER 

For the first part of this week, we looked at what mercy is and how it is a 

response to the mercy that we have been given by the Father.  Today, we will be 

comparing two very different accounts.  In one scenario, mercy is exemplified.  In 

the other, it is not. 

ACCOUNT #1: The Unforgiving Servant 
We will begin with an example of when mercy is not given. 

Read Matthew 18:23-25.   
How much did the servant owe the king? 

Read verse 26.  What does the servant ask for? 

In verse 27, how does the lord of the slave respond? 

How is the lord’s response different from what the servant requested? 

Now read Matthew 18:28. 
From the moment of being given forgiveness, where did the servant head? 

How much did a fellow slave owe him? 

In verse 29, how did the fellow slave respond? 
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Why do his actions seem so bizarre in light of the first part of the story? 

How does the story end in verses 31-35? 

In this story, who had greatest reason to demand justice? 

There is obviously a disconnect in this story.  It takes a surprising and unnatural 

turn in verse 28.  It might be helpful to see the monetary values mentioned in 

order to really appreciate the perplexing nature of the forgiven servant’s 

response.  Some would estimate that ten thousand talents would be worth 

around several million dollars.  But this is on the lower end of the estimates.  

Other sources have it range anywhere from twelve million into the billions of 

dollars.  It is thought that it might have taken up to 200,000 years of an average 

person’s salary to earn that amount of money.  The servant’s request—that he 

could pay off his debt—either demonstrates a lack of understanding of the 

amount he owes or it reveals an indifference to the forgiveness. 

A hundred denarii, on the other hand, was a measly amount in comparison.  

Some would say that it amounted to a few dollars, but again, this is perhaps on 

the lower end of value.  Others have estimated that it could have taken an 

average wage-earner four months to come up with one hundred denarii.  Either 

way, the difference in amounts is vast.  We can see clearly that the response did 

not in the least correlate with the forgiven servant’s reality. 

Seeing the massive difference in the amounts, what do you think would make the 

forgiven servant behave the way that he did? 

It’s important to note in Jesus’ story that the mercy came first from the king.  The 

mercy from the king was not extended in response to the servant’s mercy but 

should have been an initiator of it.     
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When we read this parable, we realize how important it is to begin with a clear 

and accurate understanding of the debt we owe until we are saved by Christ.  We 

must begin with our sin and our inability to ever have peace with God outside of 

a relationship with Jesus Christ.  If we fail to appreciate that forgiveness then we 

might easily find ourselves in the place of the unforgiving servant—either not 

understanding the cost of our sin or perhaps just indifferent to it.    

Martyn Lloyd-Jones explains this concept in the following way… “Our Lord is 

really saying that I am only truly forgiven when I am truly repentant.  To be truly 

repentant means that I realize I deserve nothing but punishment, and that if I am 

forgiven it is to be attributed entirely to the love of God and to His mercy and 

grace, and to nothing else at all.  But I go further; it means this.  If I am truly 

repentant and realize my position before God, and realize that I am only forgiven 

in that way, then of necessity I shall forgive those who trespass me” (86). 

ACCOUNT #2: Joseph—Genesis 45:4 

A prime example of mercy can be found in the story of Joseph.  Unlike the 

servant in the last illustration, Joseph embraces forgiveness, grace, and mercy.   

In Genesis 37:18-36, Joseph’s brothers—in a rage of jealousy—took Joseph, 

stripped him of his “varicolored tunic” and threw him into a pit.  They had 

planned to kill him but changed their minds and decided to sell him to Midianite 

traders.  The traders purchased Joseph for 20 shekels of silver and brought him 

to Egypt.  Though Joseph quickly rose to prominence while in Egypt, Genesis 

39:7-23 describes how he ended up in prison not long after that.  It is uncertain as 

to how many years Joseph spent in prison.  Because we know that 13 years 

passed from the time Joseph was sold into slavery at age 17 to him being raised 

to a position of power at age 30, we can assume he was in prison for 11-13 years.  

Once he was made a ruler in Egypt, Joseph was able to prepare the country to 

survive a famine.  As the famine spread over all the land, people from everywhere 

went to Egypt for grain.  Even Joseph’s brothers, who had once sold him into 

slavery, were among those whose sought relief from Egypt.  They came to their 

brother for aid and though they did not recognize Joseph.  He recognized them… 

Read through the account in Genesis 45:1-28 of Joseph coming face to face with 

his brothers.  Underline in your Bible every example of how Joseph extends 

mercy to his brothers.  List three of the examples on the following lines. 
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Aside from salvation, have you ever felt as though you’ve been given a gift that 

you couldn’t possibly repay?  How did you respond to that gift? 

Based on your previous track record, how do you think you would have reacted 

to your brothers if you had been Joseph? 

How does the gift of mercy and salvation affect the way you extend mercy to 

others? 

PRAYER 

Prompt—Micah 7:18-19 
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Day 5:  Mercy and Justice in Full  

PERSONAL INVENTORY 
How does the thought of a “final judgment” make you feel?  

CONSIDER 

We have spent this week looking at how mercy is a response to the mercy given 

to us by God.  Today, we will close the week by looking at how to both appreciate 

mercy now and look forward to it in the future. 

As believers, we have mercy in full now, at the moment 

of repentance, but there will be a day where we see 

what this mercy fully means.  We will see, at the last 

judgment, the full effects of having the pardon of God… 

the sublime and eminent reality of having our sins paid 

for by Jesus Christ. 

Look at Matthew 25:31-46.  As we read the passage in 

light of this beatitude, we come to understand what is being evaluated—how 

mercy moves us to action.  These are evidences of mercy…  evidences of how well 

we have understood the depths of our sin.  We see evidences of how well we 

appreciate the lengths to which God was compelled to take action on our behalf.  

We see evidences of how grateful we are for the forgiveness we have received 

and how much sympathy and compassion our salvation has generated in us… 

Read Matthew 25:31-40.  How do we see evidence of the mercy experienced by 

those to the right of Christ?   

We can see in this passage that mercy is active. 

Those who have experienced mercy will extend mercy—they will be compelled by 

compassion to alleviate the suffering of others.  See how Robert Guelich explains 

it.  He says, “The present does not condition the future as much as the future 

conditions the present” (105).  Our mercy before the throne of God is in full effect 

even now.  And even now, we are given daily invitations to show our 

understanding and gratitude for how merciful the Lord has been to us.   
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frustration to demonstrate that we venerate Christ’s sacrifice on our behalf. 

It is clear that the mercy we have received is meant to transform us.  When we 

consider what we have been saved from—as we did on Day 1—we are reminded of 

God’s mercy for us.  This understanding evokes mercy for others who remain in 

their miserable state.   

But there is another angle by which mercy is evoked.  This comes as we look 

ahead. 

Continue reading in Matthew 25.  Read verses 41-46.   

What happens to those who have not experienced a mercy that elicits mercy? 

There is finality in these lines… such a sadness that comes in verse 46.  As we 

consider eternal punishment, we can’t help but reflect on our own personal 

grievances and desires for vindication.  Could anyone have done anything so bad 

where we find ourselves unfazed by the thought of their eternal punishment?  Do 

we truly feel the weight of it?  Is there any part of that statement that would give 

us a compassionate heart for an offending party?  Is there a compassionate 

action we need to take toward those who have hurt or frustrated us?  

The beauty of mercy is that it is complete now.  It fills our moments from now 

until eternity… and we will need every ounce of it.  Part of our condition is that we 

will continue to sin, pride will reemerge, we will again fall short of God’s holy and 

perfect standard.  But Christ’s sacrifice gives us an everlasting mercy that we will 

continually and desperately need to draw from.  While we look forward to final 

judgment to see mercy in full, we also sense great compassion as we know that 

not all will receive this mercy.  This dynamic hems us in mercy.     

As we wait to experience all that mercy has meant, we remember that we are 

enveloped by it all the way to eternity. 

Look at the following verses and explain how they show mercy that hems us in 

from the moment of salvation on… 

Psalm 23:6  
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Ephesians 2:4-6 

1 Timothy 1:16 

1 Peter 2:10  

Jude 1:20-21  

We live bound by mercy—motivated by past mercy, anticipating future mercy, 

drawing on present mercy, and praying for mercy for others.  We are encircled by 

it and defined by it.  Because divine mercy has been given to us so extravagantly, 

we seek out occasions to give it purposely and unreservedly to all who need it. 

PERSONAL APPLICATION 

As you think about final judgment, what compassionate action are you compelled 

to take? 

As you consider your past, present, and future, where do you most need to sense 

the mercy of God? 

PRAYER 
Prompt—Hebrews 4:10 
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Re-write the 5th beatitude in your own words. 

PREPARE TO DISCUSS 
1) What is the relationship between the blessing to the merciful and the 

preceding blessings? 

2) Where do you see yourself compelled by mercy to act on behalf of others?  

3) How does Matthew 5:38-48 challenge you personally? 

4) What are some of the ways that we demand a hundred denarii when we’ve 

been forgiven above and beyond ten thousand talents? 

5) With regard to being hemmed in by mercy, which verse did you find most 

encouraging or meaningful?  Why? 
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