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Week 5
THE BEATITUDES 

……………………………………………………….





Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness,  

for they shall be satisfied.…
……………………………………………………….

Are we seeing the blessings of the Kingdom?  Having our understanding flipped  on its head, are 

we recognizing more and more that in the economy of God’s Kingdom, those who lack have more 

than their eyes can see… that those who lose have come into great gain… and that those who are 

reminded of their inadequacy before the throne of God find great dignity and identity through the 

promises of Christ? 

This week we will see that as we are coming to a place where we are emptied of ourselves, space 

is being made in our hearts so we might learn what it means to stand in awe of God’s goodness.   

We are being filled with the Lord’s grace, His love, His compassion, His holiness…. His 

righteousness.  We are coming to a place where we see much less of ourselves and a great deal 

more of Him.  We are seeing life, circumstances, and others the way the Lord intends for them to 

be seen. 

We are being empowered to live into our new life in Christ Jesus.  Why?  Because His 

righteousness changes everything!   

It brings us hope, wholeness, gratitude, and passion.  It alters our trajectory.  As we come to lose 

ourselves in humility and grace, we long to see His righteousness fill in the broken, the empty, the 

hopeless places.  

We find that we are completely filled by the Lord’s righteousness.  It covers us.  It satisfies us.  It 

gives us His goodness.  We discover that even though the Lord’s righteousness fills us, captivates 

us, overwhelms us, quiets us, we still desire more of it.  We are caught up in his goodness.  His 

ways and His holiness are what we desire and as we look to Him, we are completely filled… and yet 

still longing… longing for more of Him and looking toward that great day when His righteousness 

will be manifested over the entire earth.       



�3

W
ee

k 
5:

  T
he

 B
ea

tit
ud

es

Day 1:  To Hunger and Thirst 

PERSONAL INVENTORY 

What do you think it means to hunger and thirst for righteousness?   

CONSIDER 

As we look back on the beatitudes we have already covered, we can see that 

there is a spiritual progression from one beatitude to the next.  Last week, we 

spent time looking at what it means to be meek.  We saw that meekness is a 

humble and gentle virtue that quietly develops as our soul grows in humility. 

Look back at Matthew 5:5 in your Bible.  Mark and underline key words in the 

verse.  Review last week by making notes in the margins of your bible regarding 

certain truths that stood out to you.   

As we begin to look at what it means to hunger and thirst for righteousness, we 

must pick up from the quality of meekness.  John Stott explains that, “each step 

leads to the next and presupposes the one that has gone before” (46).  So, with 

meekness in mind, we read the next beatitude. 

Matthew 5:6 says, “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for 

they shall be satisfied.” 

As we arrive at the fourth beatitude, we discover that when we have been 

emptied of ourselves, as evidenced by meekness, we will be filled by something 

other… something supernatural… something holy.  As we come to know and be 

filled by the righteousness of God, we begin to desire more of him.  What we 

discover is that as we begin to decrease, we see him increase (John 3:30). 

His righteousness is what fills up the emptied self.  It is a filling of right 

relationship… right heart… and right desires.  Again, look at how Stott explains 

this,  “And fourthly we are to ‘hunger and thirst for righteousness’.  For what is 

the use of confessing and lamenting our sin, of acknowledging the truth about 

ourselves to both God and men, if we leave it there?  Confession of sin must lead 

to hunger for righteousness” (46). 
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D. A. Carson also explains the progression that leads to this fourth beatitude, “It is 

with good reason that this is the fourth beatitude.  The man marked by poverty 

of spirit (5:3), who grieves over sin personal and social (5:4), and approaches 

God and man with meekness (5:5), must also be characterized as hungry and 

thirsty for righteousness (5:6).  It is not that he wants to be a little bit better, still 

less that he thinks of righteousness as an optional luxury to add to his other 

graces; rather, he hungers and thirsts for it.  He cannot get along without 

righteousness; it is as important to him as food and drink” (22). 

We see that the effect of knowing the depth of our own depravity, grieving the 

heartache and cost that our sin was to the Father, and feeling the gracious relief 

of salvation are steps that lead us into deeper 

desire.  As we come to know perfect 

goodness and lavish grace, we move beyond 

grieving and into longing.  Stott says, “It is 

not enough to mourn over past sin; we must 

also hunger for future righteousness” (46). 

What is righteousness?  Carson defines it in the following way, “…’righteousness’ 

here… means a pattern of life in conformity to God’s will” (23).  As a person 

comes to deeply know the grace and mercy of God, in light of their own sin, they 

begin to crave more of his goodness.  As it says in Psalm 34:8, they have tasted 

and seen that the Lord is good.  This person has become convinced of the ways 

of the Lord and longs to see more and more of his goodness in effect.  Carson 

says it in the following way, “He wants righteousness, not simply because he fears 

God, but because righteousness has become for him the most eminently 

desirable thing in the world.  And the result?  Those who hunger and thirst for 

righteousness will be filled”(23). 

Beyond longing for righteousness in their own lives, the believer longs to see 

righteousness take effect everywhere.  They long for it because they know the 

goodness of it and because they desire to see God pleased and glorified.  They 

desire to see his righteousness extend to the ends of the earth.  They long for the 

day when it will… the day when all will be as it should be. 

This beatitude is ongoing, never to be exhausted.  Once we get a glimpse of the 

depth of the goodness of God, we will always long to see it more and know it 

more deeply.  Carson explains it this way, “The person who hungers and thirsts 

for righteousness is blessed by God, and filled; but the righteousness with which 

he is filled is so wonderful that he hungers and thirsts for more of it” (24). 
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Look at the following verses that demonstrate this type of longing.  How do 
these verses describe what it looks like to hunger and thirst for righteousness? 

Psalm 63:1 

Psalm 84:2 

Jeremiah 29:12-14 

PERSONAL APPLICATION 

When have you hungered or thirsted for righteousness? 

What makes you long to see more of God’s goodness?  

PRAYER 
Prompt—Isaiah 26:9 
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Day 2:  As is Meant in the Old Testament 

PERSONAL INVENTORY 

Can you think of any connection that the concept of “hungering and thirsting” 
might have had for Jesus’ Jewish audience? 

CONSIDER 

Yesterday, we did an overview of what hungering for righteousness looks like in 

light of its position within the series of the Beatitudes.  This beatitude has deeper 

connections and significance when understood in the historical context of God’s 

people wandering in the wilderness.  The Jewish people were familiar with the 

idea of hungering and thirsting.  It was personal to them.  It was part of their 

story.  

Today, we will be looking at the Old Testament context to further understand the 

connections that Jesus’ blessing would have had for the people listening. 

Old Testament Hunger 

Jesus’ audience would have been very familiar with both the reference to “hunger 

and thirst” as well as to the concept of “righteousness.”  A paramount component 

of their historical narrative was the experience of wandering in the desert for 

forty years.  The accounts of that era would have made them familiar with idea of 

a people desperate for the Lord, impoverished, and at the mercy of other nations.  

The history of the Israelites would have suggested great significance in what it 

meant to hunger and thirst.  This statement was most likely meant to remind the 

people specifically of God’s provision of food and drink during the Exodus 

(Guelich 83). 

When we look through the Old Testament, we can see countless references to 

this season of Israel’s history.  It had extreme significance for God’s people for a 

number of reasons.  One of the most considerable reasons is that the wilderness 

is where the people of God learned that the Lord would meet their every need.  It 

was where the desperation of the people met directly and personally with the 

sovereign and loving hand of the Father.  The wilderness is where the people 

learned faith. 
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In a side note on the wilderness, the same is true for us today.  The wilderness is 

where our desperation directs us toward the sovereign and kind hand of the 

Father.  The wilderness is still the place that we learn faith. 

To see the importance of the wilderness season for God’s people, look up the 

following passages and note the needs of the people and Lord’s response to 

them. 

Exodus 17:1-7 

Deuteronomy 8:11-17  

Nehemiah 9:15   

Psalm 107:1-9 

This reminder of provision is repeated over and over again in the Old Testament.   

The Israelites (Jews) were meant to always remember the physical hunger and 

thirst of the wilderness… and to keep in view how God had always provided for 

their needs.  In the physical realm, God showed them what he could do, so that in 

the spiritual realm, they could see his ultimate provision through Christ.  He 

miraculously provided for their dire need in a way that only he could.    

Old Testament Righteousness 

Righteousness would have also been a very familiar concept to the audience.  The 

Old Testament is filled with allusions to righteousness.  The word actually has 

multiple meanings in the Old Testament and its interpretation is dependent on 

the exact context in which the word is found.   
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There are two primary ways to look at the concept of righteousness in the Old 

Testament: as a gift and as a demand.  The gift of righteousness being that the 

Lord covers our sin and iniquity with his own righteousness.  The demand of 

righteousness, in response to the gift, bringing our conduct into conformity with 

his righteousness (Guelich 85).    

We can see evidence in Scripture of these two interpretations of righteousness.  

Look through the following examples to see how righteousness is presented.    

As a Demand  
Read Genesis 18:19.  What does the Lord demand of Abraham?   

Read Deuteronomy 6:24-25.  What does righteousness look like here?   

As a Gift 
The other way we see righteousness presented in the Old Testament is as a gift.   

There are many places we can see righteousness shown in this way. 

This fourth beatitude brings us back to Isaiah 61 from Week Three, Day Two. 

Look back over Isaiah 61:1-4. 

In verse 3, who will be called “oaks of righteousness”?  Why?  

Skip down to verse 10.  What does the Lord clothe and cover us with? 

Now look at verse 11.  What will be evident before all nations?   

We can see some examples of what is meant by righteousness here in this single 

reference.  These passages show how he calls us to righteousness, he fills us with 

righteousness, and covers us with righteousness all to display his own 

righteousness.  
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There is a final element to this concept of righteousness.   Robert Guelich 

explains how righteousness within the context of the beatitudes brings forth a 

third meaning.  It ties the Old Testament understanding of the gift and demand 

together.  He says, “Righteousness expresses the new relationship that one has 

with God and with others in view of Jesus’ ministry”  (86, 87).  Because of Christ’s 

righteousness, we can have access to the Father and life eternal.  The gift of 

righteousness came in the person of Jesus.  The 

demand for righteousness is a natural response to the 

sanctifying work of the Holy Spirit.  Jesus is the key 

that makes both of those concepts fully accessible 

and able to be lived into.  In the person of Christ, we 

are covered by his righteousness for salvation and 

empowered to live a righteous life. 

PERSONAL APPLICATION 
Is it easier for you to identify with righteousness as seen as a gift or as seen as a 

demand?  Why? 

How does Christ connect these two separate understandings of righteousness? 	  

Why is it important to see righteousness together—as a gift and a demand? 

PRAYER 
Prompt—Isaiah 61:10 
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Day 3:  As a Measure of Sanctification 

PERSONAL INVENTORY 

How offended are you by your own sin? 
	  	  	  

CONSIDER 

On Day One, we looked at what it means to hunger and thirst for righteousness - 

specifically in light of its place in the Beatitudes.  On Day Two, we looked at the 

concepts of hungering and thirsting, as well as the concept of what righteousness 

would have meant to the original Jewish audience.  Today we will be expanding 

on some themes that were touched on during both of those days.  Specifically, 

we will see that because we have been gifted with righteousness, being filled and 

covered by it, we can attempt to live into the demands of it.     

When we read the fourth beatitude as part of the connected series of Beatitudes, 

we notice that there has been a subtle change in focus.  This beatitude takes a 

turn and has an altered emphasis.  The first three beatitudes were focused on 

acknowledging the problem of self, grieving the issue of self, and living from a 

place of a deflated self.  The fourth beatitude, instead of telling us what to do 

away with, now shows us what we can desire.   

It offers an answer to the problem of self.  It presents the solution for the 

deliverance from self… from self-concern and self-obsession.  It provides an 

alternative focus, a life-giving focus.  (Lloyd-Jones 62). 

What is meant by deliverance from self?  It means that in this fourth beatitude, 

we arrive at what we can endeavor toward, what we can focus on, what we can 

long for.  We concentrate on what we can actually strive for.  

Not only do we find what we can and must pursue, but we also come to a place 

where we can measure the development of our sanctification.  In this beatitude 

we can evaluate the degree to which we desire to turn away from things that 

separate us from God.  We can also evaluate the degree to which we desire to 

pursue God.        
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To understand what it means to hunger and thirst for righteousness, we can 

break the concept down into tiers, or levels of sanctification.  Martyn Lloyd-Jones 

examines this process in the terms of three graduating levels (65,66).  He says 

righteousness means: 

1) “the desire to be free from sin in all its forms and in every 
manifestation” (65).  This means a longing to be made right with God.  The 

person who longs to be free from sin knows that sin separates us from God and 

deeply desires to cast off anything that would cause division between themselves 

and the Lord.   

Look at the following passage and note the effect that our sin has on our 

relationship with God.   

Isaiah 59:2  

2) “a desire to be free from the power of sin” (65).  The next step in the 

progression of righteousness is to not only desire to be in right relationship with 

God, but also a desire to not be controlled by the power of sin.       

Read Ephesians 2:1-6, Ephesians 6:12, and 1 Peter 5:8. Describe the power of sin.   

Read Romans 7:15-20.  Explain how this power of sin plays out.   

3) “a desire to be free from the very desire of sin” (66). This is perhaps the most 

challenging aspect of the sanctification process… but also the most hopeful.  It 

means that there is a place we can come to where we desire less and less the sins 

we once so easily slipped into and gravitated toward.  The path to this freedom is 

found in the filling up of godliness.  As we are emptied of ourselves, the 

righteousness that covers us and fills us begins to grow in us.  

Look at the following verses to see the process by which this happens.  

Read 2 Corinthians 5:21.  What is the means by which we became righteous? 
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Read John 14:26.  What has been given to help us as we growth in faith, Christ-

likeness, and freedom from the desire of sin? 

Read James 1:21-25.  What are we to replace our natural inclination toward 

wickedness with? 

Read Galatians 5:16-25.  What is the way that we should actively and intentionally 

live so we do not accidentally fall back by trusting in works of the flesh?  

Galatians 5:16-25 helps us to see that walking in righteousness replaces walking in 

the flesh.  Lloyd-Jones explains it in the following way, “Now the man who 

hungers and thirsts after righteousness is a man who longs to be free from all 

that; he wants to be emancipated from self-concern in every shape and 

form” (66).  He goes on to explain that this hunger and thirst is simply a longing 

to be completely holy and to truly live out the Beatitudes (Lloyd-Jones 66). 

And so, those who hunger and thirst for righteousness have been emptied of 

themselves.  As we have seen in the first three beatitudes, these are the 

individuals who know that they have nothing spiritually to offer, are devastated 

over the ways that they, in their own nature, grieve the heart of God.  They are 

meek because they don’t deserve grace and yet it has have been given to them.  

In the place where ego once dominated, they have been filled up by the Lord’s 

righteousness and a desire to live more and more fully into that gift.  They hunger 

and thirst for it.  

This desire is entirely a work of the Holy Spirit.  As God covers us with 

righteousness, we crave more of it in our own lives and in the world around us.   

This can only be explained supernaturally.  Nothing in our flesh would ever crave 

the things of God.  Desiring righteousness is evidence of a significant work of the 

Spirit.  R. T. Kendall explains that, “Jesus puts before us the idea of having a  

craving for what defies a natural explanation.  There is a natural explanation for 
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wanting to eat when you are hungry: We are made that way.  But when you have 

a consistent desire for the things that please God and honor Him, you have 

crossed over into the supernatural.  There is no natural explanation for that” (40).  

It is an affirming experience to sense an appetite for righteousness and the things 

of God. 

We can be encouraged if this is true of us… if we have known a true hunger and 

thirst for the Lord, for his ways, his truth, and to see his glory... if we have 

experienced any measure of desire for God, or any desire to be done with the 

things that pull us away from God, we have been blessed.  We can be certain that 

these desires will grow.  For each of us, by the power of the Holy Spirit, there is 

more to experience… more righteousness to be longed for, more freedom from 

sin to be known, and more understanding of what it looks like to walk in the 

Spirit.   

It should be mentioned that for some commentators, this beatitude is a pivotal 

beatitude in the flow, or progression, of the series.  After we realize our poverty 

of spirit, mourn our condition, respond with a humble heart, God fills us.  Lloyd- 

Jones suggests that once we have been given a desire for righteousness, we 

begin “looking at the result of the satisfaction, the result of being filled” (91).  We 

see evidence of being filled by righteousness when we are merciful (the fifth 

beatitude), when we are pure in heart (the sixth beatitude) and when we are 

peacemakers (the seventh beatitude).    

Daniel M. Doriani illustrates this theory in his book, The Sermon on the Mount (17).  

He uses the following graphic to explain this possible progression: 

PROGRESSION OF THE BEATITUDES 
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Here, we can see how the goodness we come to manifest is a result of being filled 

with righteousness.  Through the power of the Holy Spirit, we come to see “the 

need” (as Lloyd-Jones defines the first three beatitudes) filled with 

righteousness, and then displaying beauty (in the fifth, sixth, and seventh 

beatitudes).   

Keep this figure in mind as we continue through the following three weeks.  We 

will examine each of the next three beatitudes through the lens of this suggested 

understanding.   

PERSONAL APPLICATION 
How does Galatians 5:16-25 offer a solution to the problem of self? 

What would it look like for you to live more into the truths of Galatians 5:16-25?   

PRAYER 
Prompt—Galatians 5:16-25 
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PERSONAL INVENTORY 

What do you hunger and thirst for? 

CONSIDER 

Yesterday we talked about how a hunger and thirst for righteousness 

demonstrates a certain progression in sanctification.  By wanting more and more 

of God and less of anything that would come in between ourselves and God, we 

are enabled to see that we have tasted the goodness of God and now long for 

more of him.  A desire for righteousness might seem like a natural and obvious 

evolvement in our spiritual walk, but there are countless, quiet diversions that 

derail us.  Though they take many forms and can often be qualified or explained 

away, most diversions can be filed simply in the category of “the pursuit of 

happiness.”  We, more often than not, hunger and thirst for happiness rather than 

for righteousness.  

Happiness is pursued in whatever form most appeals to us—comfort, excitement, 

possessions, relationships, harmony… the list is unending.  We long after these 

things.  We work toward them very intentionally… and sometimes very 

unintentionally.  Sometimes we blindly pursue happiness.  But however we pursue 

it, we always end up disappointed.  Either the object of our pursuit eludes us 

altogether like gold at the end of a rainbow, or we acquire it and eventually find it 

to be less than what we had hoped for.  Chances are that each of us has come 

face-to-face with the reality that our desire for happiness will never be satisfied.   

  

Martyn Lloyd–Jones explains it in the following way, “Now the whole world is 

seeking for happiness; there is no question about that.  Everybody wants to be 

happy.  That is the great motive behind every act and ambition, behind all work 

and all striving and effort.  Everything is designed for happiness.  But the great 

tragedy of the world is that, though it gives itself to seek for happiness, it never 

seems to be able to find it”  (63). 
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We hunger and thirst for so much.  Some of the things we run after are good, but 

were simply never intended to be the object of our pursuit.  Some of what we go 

after is just plain carnal.  Pursuing either, however, will lead to despair and demise.   

They were never meant to satisfy us. 

Let’s spend some time looking at the warnings and exhortations given to us in 

God’s Word about the things we pursue.   

Look at and write down what Scripture says in response to when we…. 

Hunger and thirst for wealth (possessions, a better lifestyle)  

1 Timothy 6:9-10 

____________________________________________________________________ 

Hunger and thirst for influence (popularity, acceptance) 

1 Thessalonians 2:3-6 

____________________________________________________________________ 

Hunger and thirst for impurity (lust, immorality) 

1 Thessalonians 4:3-8 

____________________________________________________________________ 

Hunger and thirst for comfort (ease, security)  

Matthew 16:25-26 

____________________________________________________________________ 

Hunger and thirst for beauty (vanity, self-absorption) 

Proverbs 31:30 

____________________________________________________________________ 

Hunger and thirst for gratification (fulfillment, indulgence) 

1 John 2:15-17 

____________________________________________________________________ 

We each run after happiness and fulfillment in places that can 

never actually give it. Why does it elude us so? The answer is 

that we were never meant to be satisfied by anything less 

than God.  God designed us to be fully happy, but only in 

Him.  Happiness is meant to be a result, not an ambition.  Our 

flesh misleads us into thinking we can find happiness in what the world is 

suggesting.  It is a lie.  There is only one way to true happiness and that is through 

the Lord.  There is no shortcut or alternate route.  Only as we hunger and thirst for 

righteousness can we ever be truly satisfied.  Lloyd-Jones says it this way, 

“According to the Scriptures happiness is never something that should be sought 

directly; it is always something that results from seeking something else” (63). 
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never get it” (Lloyd-Jones 63). 

Christ tells us very directly what to pursue, what to long for, what to desire.  He 

says in Matthew 6:33 to “seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness and 

all these things (the things you actually need) will be added to you.”   

Read Luke 12:30-32.  What details does Luke’s account add? 

Now examine what a true hunger and thirst for righteousness looks like.   

Make a note about how the desire for righteousness is described in the following 

passages. 

Psalm 42:1-2 

Psalm 119:20 

Psalm 143:6 

This is what longing for God looks like.  It is longing for his ways and his kingdom.  

It means that from a position of dependence, we trust him to care for our every 

need and we desire to know his righteousness. 

Look at the following verses and see how the Lord meets that hunger and thirst.  

Make a note as to how he satisfies. 

Psalm 22:26 

Psalm 65:4 
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Psalm 145:14-19 

Isaiah 58:11 

John 4:10-14 

Christ himself is our righteousness.  We long after him.  We long after his words 

and his ways.  We find that we must long after righteousness—the only thing will 

actually satisfy. 

PERSONAL APPLICATION 

What does “happiness” look like to you?  What specifically do you find yourself 

hungering and thirsting for most often? 

How has the Lord ever satisfied you? 

PRAYER 
Prompt—Isaiah 55:1-2 
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Day 5:  When Righteousness Reigns 

PERSONAL INVENTORY 
What do you think righteousness in full looks like?  

CONSIDER 

The Lord promises that when we hunger and thirst for righteousness, we will be 

satisfied.  That is to say that when we long to be in right relationship with God… 

when we long to be free from the power of sin and the desire to sin… when we 

long to know the ways of God… when we long to see the glory of God cover the 

earth… when we long to see things as they should be… when we experience those 

desires and that hunger, we will be completely satisfied.  We can trust that even 

though our desires can’t be fully satisfied right now, they will be some day. 

Satisfied Spiritually 

When we have come to the end of ourselves (through the process of recognizing 

our poverty, mourning our sin, and being emptied of our pride), there is room to 

be filled with righteousness.  We are covered with the saving righteousness of 

Christ and filled with the longing for right relationship between ourselves and the 

Lord.  Where we once longed for more of ourselves or more for ourselves, we 

come to long for one thing alone—more of God.  More of him in our own lives, 

more understanding of his ways, more ways to glorify him.  

We also long for the world to know the righteousness of God.  

We long for the world to know his salvation, for the world to 

follow his ways, and for the Lord to make all things as they 

should be… beautiful and right. 

For the person who desires righteousness, the promise is that 

they will be filled… and the paradox is that they will also remain hungry.  Hungry 

and satisfied at the same time.  This is one of the many enigmas of the Christian 

faith.  Look at how Martyn Lloyd-Jones describes this mystery, “Perfect yet not 

perfect; hungering, thirsting, yet filled and satisfied, but longing for more, never 

having enough because it is so glorious and so wondrous; fully satisfied by Him 

and yet a supreme desire to ‘know him, and the power of His resurrection, and 

the fellowship of his sufferings, being made conformable unto his death; if by any 

means I might attain unto the resurrection of the dead’” (70). 
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Lloyd-Jones is referencing Philippians 3:9-10 in this quote.  As we continue his 

line of thought, and read the next verse of that scripture, we see an example of 

this paradox.   

Read Philippians 3:12-14.   
What does Paul say that he isn’t yet?  

Focusing in on Paul’s statement of not already having “obtained this” or not 

being “already perfect,” we can see the mystery present here.  Because of Christ’s 

righteousness, Paul is perfect, and yet because of Christ, he longs to become 

perfect.  Completely full and yet still longing…   

The righteousness imputed to us by the saving work of Jesus Christ will steadily 

grow and have full affect at the return of Christ.  We are righteous and we 

become righteous.  We are pure in Christ and we become pure.  Once we have 

known the depth of the gift, we are filled by it, we long to see it in full, and we 

grow toward it.   

Look at 1 John 3:2-3.   
What is the promise given here? 

Satisfied physically 

We also know that those who have been granted the righteousness of Christ will 

experience satisfaction in the very physical sense.  Their needs will be met.  All 

will be cared for.  Look at how Robert Guelich describes the satisfaction that is to 

come, “The new age promises a time of plenty, when one’s deepest needs are 

met by God’s redemptive activity.  Therefore, the promise of this Beatitude… 

looks ultimately to the future consummation.  But the future conditions the 

present, as 6:33 indicates.  God is even now at work in Christ establishing the new 

relationship with himself and enabling those who follow him to live 

accordingly” (88).  

In God’s Word, we see snap shots of this satisfaction.  Look at the following 

verses and note the promises.  These are truths that we can look forward to. 

Psalm 132:15 
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Isaiah 49:9-10 

Isaiah 65:21-22 

Righteousness Will Reign 

There is one final promise to look forward to on the subject of righteousness.  It is 

God’s reign of righteousness.  We long for the Lord to make all things as they 

should be.  We long to see the vulnerable protected, the injured made whole, and 

the ashes made lovely.  We long to see power, glory, and perfection flood the 

earth.  Stott describes this day that we long for in the following way, “More than 

this, God has promised a day of judgment, in which right will triumph and wrong 

be overthrown, and after which there will be ‘new heavens and a new earth in 

which righteousness dwells.’  For this final vindication of the right we also long 

and we shall not be disappointed” (46). 

Read Rev 21:1-8.  Underline in your bible all of the ways listed in this passage of 

how the Lord will make things right.  List 3 ways here: 

PERSONAL APPLICATION 

As you consider the full reign of righteousness that is to come, what stands out 

as something that you long for in particular?  Why? 
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PRAYER 
Prompt—Revelation 21:1-8 

WRAP UP THE WEEK 
Re-write the fourth beatitude in your own words. 

PREPARE TO DISCUSS 
1) How does an understanding of meekness lead you to better understand what 

it is to hunger and thirst for righteousness? 

2) Why would an allusion to the Lord’s provision in the Old Testament have been 

meaningful to Jesus’ original audience?   How can it be meaningful for you 

now? 

3) What role does Galatians 5:16-25 play in your growth in righteousness?  

4)

5)

6)

7) 122 
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4) What does it look like for you to “seek first the kingdom and his 

righteousness?” 

5) As you read through Revelation 21:1-8, what aspect of righteousness in full do 

you most look forward to?  Why? 
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